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HEADQUARTERS PIFTY EIGHTH ARMORED INPANTRY BATTALION
APO 258, U. 8. AR¥Y

8 1 AFPTER ACTION REPORT
Period 010001 Rebruary 1945 to 28240C February 1945

1. INSPECTIONS;

Organizational inspections were made at variocus times

throughout the period concerning maintenance of vehicles, weapons,

stc.

2. CASUALTIES:

Cunulative casualties for period 010001 February 1945
to 282400 Pedrusary 1945:

Type Caougltz Hq & dg Co 8v Co A Co B éo

C_Co
SHA 0 o 4 12 1
v 2 0o 10 20 15
MIA 0 o 1 0 0
- RIA 0 o 4 6 12
L1A 0 o 0 1 0
Non bettle 5 1 10 15 11
Total 7 129 54 49

3. PRISONERS CF WAR:
Prieoners of War taken during period 0l0CO1 Fabruarg
1945 to 282400 PFebdbruary 1945:

Hq & Hq Co | O
Service Co 1O -
RN 5 £ .—‘\ . "E

1] A" CO ks :-. ) ‘1\4' ANy - .
"B" Co QQ‘ : E Ad e NT S
"en Co 7 Ve . -

X i GRAL NG COMMIFTEE

Total E_q:‘ o ol e A 5 S N

4. REINFORCEKENTS: :
Cumulative reinforcements received during period CLCGTOL
Pebruary 1945 to 2824000 Pebrusry 1945:



S 1 After Action Report (Cont'd)

Officers Enlisted Men

Hy & Hq Co 0 16
Service Co 1 10
"A" Co 0 22
*B" Co 1 28
"C" Co 2 23
¥edical Det 0 2

Total 4 101

5. OFFICER AND M GAINS Allv LOSSES:

Curulative Officer and Enlieted Xen Gains and Losses
during periocd 010001 Pebruary 1945 to 282400 Yebruary 1945:

Assigned Effactive Strength

Dete off %0 EM off WO _EM

1 February 1945 40 3 044 40 3 944

2 Feutruzry 1945 40 3 944 40 3 944

3 Pebruary 1945 40 3 944 40 3 944

4 Fedbru-ry 1945 40 3 944 40 b 944

S February 1945 40 3 944 40 p] 944

6 Pebruary 1945 56 3 944 35 3 944

7 Pebruary 1945 36 3 943 35 p) 942

8 Pedruary 1945 36 5 943 35 3 942

9 February 1945 36 3 943 35 3 941

10 Pebruary 1945 3 3 95, 35 3 950
11 Pebruary 1945 36 3 959 35 3 956
12 February 1945 36 3 957 35 3 955
13 February 1945 37 3 960 36 3 957
14 Pebruary 1345 38 3 1039 37 3 1037

Page 2
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15
16
17
18
15
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

of the bi:ttalion on variouc dates was duc to men going to Paris
on passg,

Pebrusry
February
February
February
February
February
February
Febroury
Februsry
February
Februery
Febru=ary
Februsr/
February

1945
1949
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945

Assgi;ned

The uifference in aescined

wen heliag evocuatbod

Pritadio- ek & o Dol
ofr 10 Ek
40 3 1042
40 3> 1040
41 3 1044
40 3 1043
40 3 1047
40 3 1042
40 3 1042
40 5 1042
40 3 1042
40 5 1339
39 3 10373
35 3 53¢
o4 3 9357
354 3 359

Effective Utrengzth

(144
39

0

W WY W W Wy W LT LR AN W e

W3 WD Wl

EM
1030
1054
1078
1037
1040
1034
1027
1026
1021
1017
1016

961
919
921

sersonn«-l and effective strength

to 7otu Yeaicul Tetitzlion Clearing

Station, men on furlou~ua to the U7, bLattle casu-ltles, transfers

witnin the

6.

Civigion v

OFFICER FET'ULl: i3

rei.force:2nt:

bei1s receivel.

ODfficer promectione durin: paorici ClC001 February 194%
to 28240C rebruary 1945:

FProm lat Ly to Tup

Page 3

Alfred 3. Gz2rdner



S 1 After Action Report (Cont'd)
7. STRENGTH RETURN FOR PERIOD:

The assigned strength of the battalion as of 282400
Pebruary 1945 wes 38 Officers; 3 Warrant Officers; ard 944 In-
listed Ven.

The effective strength of the battalion as of 282400
Pebruary 1945 wzas 33 Officers;j 3 Warrunt Officz=rp; and 921 En-
listed Men.

For the Buttalion Commander:

JAVEBS D. DYLLVAN,
lst ut., T-fantey,
Ad jut-at.

Page 4
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After Action Report Cont

attaghed %o B & C Oo's. 408th ¥AB \ms to support
the attack with s 15 nimte preparation starting at 0648
#um.u 0alled on for fire oas roquired hy situntion,
sooanpanied rifle comany omndors,
and at 0600 oampanics

26 Yo hmmmugm
the LD as planmed, 00 with nd platoon on

platoon on t ana 1st platoon in center with the
wnqmtzmpk?om ocarbined held in reserve,
ghod tanks and TD's were pesained in reserve in vieinity
of 1w of The 9nd platoom advanced rqpidly for
oty of eroasing through oancertina wire, hut affer
vag cootmlisghed the platoan sdvanoed rapidly to the
diteh, AL this they erooumtored sane small amis
five Infltecting « casuxltien, A ladder 30 feet in longth
was brought foyward and pluccd agross the ditch for the
of getting the toon across as 1% was thought
aiteh would be hoavglymm& Bt sftey investigation
1% wus found %o bo fres of mineg and fregh tracks were cb-
‘ romine through the diteh. At this time platoon
galled forr mmoktc and mder cover the plitoon groassed
toh «nd oontinued their advenoe to the rae-coqzm).
1w platoon hz4 soized the fuctory, killed approx-
30 Grmanse mmmm;gmmmgamnofmctm
remeingd in thet position wadsr heavy artillery
rfire, In the meanvhilo 1ot platoon of C Oo zévancing
of 2nd platoon reachod the concertinag wire whore
pinned dowm mmw mel1l ams firey and driven
D At this »oint the pl-toon wos meorranized and
in rve vhile the AT and He -lataons carbined
in the line zlong sides of the 3¢ platoon =nd the
wae storded = By 7030 these two platoons had
tho wire and re-ahwed tho AT diteh wder
hoavy crtillery fire, machine mmz opened wp from
honses gt 762868 and TD's wre exlled upon to fire direct
Lire at houses, Aftor g for apororintely ten ninutes
without cott depired ¢ threo tanke wore brousht
fomwr to pouth side of AT Aiter 'nt fired 1t houase allowe
ing thope two Dlotoans to cross AT ditoh, advanoe 1 vOOUDY
houses kXilling sover<l enemy soldiern. Adbout 1700 carw
wes odered not $0 advinoe furthor snd vithdrew to : position
a ldne with A -nd B Co'n :
B Co moved out ap plamed :nd crosaed L at 0500 with carw
pany in colwm in order of 2nd platoon, 3rd platoom uné lat
platoan in reserve, The AT plstuon wes dplit in thro section
and onc pection 21lotod to0 enoh rifle platoon, Tanlis ond
TH'a were h8ld in resorve in vicintity of L,  The o2nd plate-
oon ~Avionocd to Splolmanshol vithout recintco. Hovever,
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after re:-ching « point 773856 they were pinned down Wy
m~chine gun and mortar fire ocoming fram the East nide of
Roer River. Artillery supporting fire wag aalled for

nd was Dloced om coordinate 7686863 purtially silencing
the enemy action and permitting the pimned down platoan
to mansuver to tho right, Intense enomy machine gun fised
fron Beide ljoods continued to slow down the sdvanee of tie
2nd platoon. 3rd platoon followed sdvance of 2nd platodm
while the lpt plutoon was held in reserve at the of o
departure. It was then deocided that with tanks and inferdyy
tactics attuck would be made on Heide Woods., All thmee ©
pluatoon withdrew to woods vieinity of coordinateT73048 and
Dlans were organi~~d for attack, After a three mimate .
artillery prepar tion on the woods, five tanks with

l:toan of Co B mounted jurped off for the attack ad
st platoan followed the advunos digmounted in skiswmish
form.:tion, 3rd plotoon wes hcld in reserve in woods. M
aporroximotely 1700 the woods were cleared ¢f enemy foroes
ixce’pt foi' gor'{i:;mst tipr.igh%t dark with the wz:"‘m an
eft and 1lst plotoon on » - :
edge of the wods snd dug in tomdmd Tasiks wiae '
w1 rwe incide Heids woods while the 3rd platoon mowed % %

S emabosade e

P

£ position 761856 , with plons to attack the Nw dip e
Heide wools mowing of 27 Feb, It was estimated that approm~
imately ninety permans were killed in the ettadk, _

A Oo, in colum of plotoons,with lst platoon ol)-
owed attached tank platoon of tanks, 3rd wifle onn,

AT platoon :;ctim rifle platoon and second platoon oreas-
od of depa at 0610, advanoed through woods al
773843 while Msw-?mmmmmmm
paral®l vith the infantry.. Up to this tine there was only
scctiered onall nmms fire being encountered Wy our troae.
The advenee of our lst platoon slowed down econaidervdly

so the -3rd platoon took over the lead whils the 1st pla%-
ooan reveritcd to the resr of the coluwm, Upon reaching @ i
position -t 780856 comtuct with a section from 88th Reetn y
wac made vho reported suspeoted en machine gun positioms, 3
Tank were put on line and fired at thess suspocted targets :
Pram this position vith tanks, 1lst and 3rd platoons as a ;
bage of firz, the second platoon advanced across the open o
ground aid took objective assigned 780858, Platomn reor- 4
ganized nérth side of woods, 3rd platoon mounted on
tanks and lst pl:toon dismounted pushed forward until

ritne fleld wns encountered, Riflemen disounted and guided
tanks through nine r'icld suceessfulldy. Oompany then reor-
poanlzed ot this nevly won position cnd TD's advanced to a
pocition =t 778868, Plans were formlated for further ade-

4~
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After Action Report Gont

yanoe, 2nd platoon jumped off apain :t 0900 Trom - pop-
ition 780&5& After advancing to the rizht front for
tely 300 y~rds, vh2t vo thousht to be plotom
lesader of 2nd platoon signalling thot all was olonr, re-
maziner of .capany cdvanced fomrrd 2and met an intense
artillery, mortar =nd machine mm dbrrroge cordng from
on ecet side of Roer River iInflicting severnl
casuzlties on our troopa. Two tanks vere put out of action
by mines while naneuvering for positions to fire on pill-
boxen., Artillery fire w:s czlled for but was not e ?ctive]:
plaoced and emeryy gums continucd to pound our men, TD's
were dbrought un to fire at pillboxes snd were succeasrul in
dom some gmoke vhile our rifls »lotoons withdrew to
a position at 779884 It wes then deeldsd that what appeared
t0 be 2nd platoon leader sj.gmlung for advance wac probably
a Geryman obsgerver signalling for artillery dboerrage. Order
was given to dig in and the comany rencined in this position

night,
vaile A mnd .C Camanies held their present positions, B
o off for an asttick on MV tip of Heide Wooda, 3rd

pla af B Co with 4 tanks and 2 D's Jwmed off at 0830
and by 0930 had taken the woods with no opposition, lot
and 2nf platoons of B Co withdrevw to Bpieknanshof for re-
organization leaving » smnll holdins force -t Heide toods.
Upon to their origin:l nocitionc they were met by
& heavy zrtillery and nort:r borr-ge -4 several casunlties
resulted, At 1030 vord wan reocived that the battalion was

%0 de relicved by the 165th Crvalry Croup. HNo further cdvanee

vas made.

Bn depcrted vie of Hontfort enroutc to Huckclhoven, Germiosny.
Bagause of congented roud oonditions progress wag slovw and
orders chonced,  Our new narchi objeetive e named to do
vigcinity of Wegberg, Germuny. At close of neriod the

. battaliom was on the ro:d,

For the Buttalion Oomigider,

JANZY D DYUFIIAN,
1lst Lt , Infuntry,
Adjutant

YTLLIAM ¥ RUWGE,

:ﬂl’t- ’

nfuntry,

o
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTY EIGNTH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION
APO 258, U S ARMY

COMMAND AFTER ACTION ACTION REPORT
Peried 010001 Pebruary 1945 te 282400 February 19LS R

RESULTS OF OPERATIONSS

|

«
S 5
T Ty WIr. AR

The eperatien seuthwest ef Reermend en Pebruary 26-27 1945 resulted in &8
penetratien threugh the defengive pesitien en the west flank and the estaplish-
ment of a bridgehead acress the anti-tamk ditch which extended frem the Reer te
the Maas River. This pemetratien rendered the enemy pesitiea umtenable and
ferced his withdrawal acress the Reer River a few nights later,

COMBAT EFFICTENCYs

ol

Cembat efficiency was excellent.

Ja
&
A
2

M
3
¥
4
e

'COMMENTS ON EMPLOYMENT OF UNIT, ETCs

a. Infantry cemnet advgnce acress flat epen greund against emplaced wluu
guns witheut cover previ by either darkness, mmeke, artillery.er tanks. -

b, It is believed that the engineers ceuld render better clese suppert if
they are attached rather than in direct suppert.

¢. The need fer at least six SCR 300 radies per rifle cempaxy was quite
apparent, Armered Infantry lacks cemmmicatiens when fighting dismeunted. The
additien ef sufficient SCR 300 radies shenld selve this preblem. (SCR 5368 either
failed completely or were extremely unreliable,)

d. One BAR per rifle squad weuld greatly augment the fire pewer of the squad 3
when it is dismeunted. o 'g
e

(SORGE ARTMEN B

‘e
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HMADUARTERS FIFTY RIGHTH ARLDRED LIFATRICEABSEIERTION

e CANCELLED

Poriod 01001 Anril 1045
1. RESULTS OF OPZRATIONS:

re The Dott-olion rttacked Soath from LIPPSTADT from 3
Anril to 5 April, cdveneing o distrnnce of 6.6 miles to o noint
South of KLIEVE, '

b. From 6 Ar»il. to 9 Anril the brtinlion carried out
defensive nissions JErst of SOEST cnd r~long the LIOHNE River South
of SO0EST, Arcin on 13 Anril the beti-lion defended West of BILLe-
MERICH, These cdefencive nissions were successfully a2ccormlished.

c. From 9 Anril to 12 April the brttrlion ~ttocked West
from NINDER-EISE, ~dv-ncing = c’if-*t"nce of 15 miles to o line Wegst
of BILLNZRICH.

d. On 21 Anril this be ttn lion, under CCB, nttrcked from
BLATKIZBURG ¢ minde contret with the 1lst Inf-ntr- Division on
the ITorthern ecdge of HUT WTRODE, - :

’ c. An estimrted 1443 prisoners wvere copntured by this
D tir lion during the neriod.

2. COLMBAT EfFICIENCY: -
Coribrt efficiency wrs excellent
’

3, COLLETS O mPLOYLET OF ULIT, BTG, :
The D~ttolion onersted throushout A»ril orsrnized into
aglk. forces built ~round two rifle coumenices ~nd o rescrve. Thic
or~-nisetion wrs not rigid ~né vegs uodified Trom dor to doy rs the
situstion dictrted, In renernl, ecch tesk force wrng orgrunized os
rfollovis: -
- 1 Rifle Coryrnr- (One com-ny had ¢ »nlctoon detriched)
1 Tl Pl-toon
1 Trn't Deptrover Plotoon
1 Pl-toon (m ther Mortnr, liochine Gun, or Asscult Gun)
1 angcineer Soucd
The reserve wrs coungtituted genernlly as follows:
1 Rifle Plotonon
1 Trn Cororny (10%:3 2 nl- 'toon.g} |
1 TD Coumrnr {(less 2 »lttoons
1 Bnrinecr Plotoon (less © srurds
1 Pl-toon (either lortrr, ilrchine Gun, or Asgrult Gun)
This orgrnlzciion penxittec_ the rifle courrrny couninders,
who corticndea the tosk forces, the ommoritunity of »Hlannins ~nd
conducting their ovnerstions +with Tull rsourciice of coomerntiion
and control, It »nemiitied close cooncr-ition rnd nutucl sudoort
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betueen tirks ~nd indntrr ~nd reculted i roooid nd

or swoorting e THONE,
In ~tt-c- oy tie Drottrlion oners 3
rosoult, owe in sunmort, fnd - reirorve

iw; fire, The t o t sl Jorvees lerolroroed
succesuive objectives in tuwrn, When ¢t 0 o WD S lotoon tith n
Lol force becrun crljmjlod b 1 ::s, or dri:gee to vealicleg, it oo

renlrced by the reserve t~iz or UD ~1-+toon
It is Dbelirved thict this or~- i

-~ L/
cuver 1s rn efyective nerng of ingurins conliiyiong Hrecoure ol tie

is rls

with o bt foves In
- e L SRR

aren other, ~To cliins

'<M G seneae o8 wrin-

rel

eneny rithout wndue lons in coulvrt eflviciencr, Sonttrol
i'~cilitrted, '

C.
thiicl: couvld celiver i oni-
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April 1945 to 302400 April 1945:

HEADQUARTEKS FIFTY EIGHTH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION
. APO 258, U .S Army

S 1 AFTER ACTION REPORT

Period 010001 April 1945 to 302400 April 1945
1. INSPECTIONS: '

8. Organizational inspections were made at various times
throughout “the period concerning maintenance of vehicles, weapons,
etc. Inspections were also made of sanitation w1thin the battalion
by the Battalion Surgeon.

2. CASUALTIES:
Cumulative cesualties for period 010001 April 1945 to 302400
April 1945.

-

' Type Casualty Med, Hq & Hq Co Sv Co A Co B Co C Co

SWA 0 .0 5 1 4

LWA - 15 0 15 48 25

LIA : 0 0 4 1 0
MTA 0 0 0 -0 0 X

KIA 1 0 4 2 10
DOW 0 0 1 1 0 ) -
Non-Battle 5 5 21 14 16 !
— T |
TOTAL ) 21 5 50 67 . 55 ;

3, PRISONERS OF WAR:

Prisdners of War taken during period 010001 April 1945 to .
302400 April 1945

nq & Hq Co 111

Sv Co - 15 ,
ACo - 428
B Co 460
, ‘C Co 429
TOTAL 1443

4, REINFORCEHENTS. _ . '
Cunnlative reinforcements received during period 010001

33"

 Battlefisld
’ L Offlcers  JAspointmenta e
Hq & Hq Co 1 1 7
S¥ Co 0 0 0 ;
A Co ° 3 0 32
B Co , 1 3 : - 5




S 1 After Action Report (par 4-contd)

Battlefield
Officers Appointments EM
C Co 2 1 55
Medical Det _ 1 ' 0 0
TOTAL : 8 5 137

5. OFFICER AND EM GAINS AND LOSSES:

Cumulative officer and EM gains and losses during period
010001 April 1945 to 302400 April 1945:

Assigned Effective strength
Date off WO  EM off wo EM
1 April 1945 27 3 715 27 3 715
22 April 1945 . 27 3 714 27 3 T14
3 April 1945 27 3 720 27 3 720
4 April 1945 27 . 3 700 26 3 686
5 April 1945 27 3 700 26 3 686
6 April 1945 27 3 700 26 3 686
"~ 7 April 1945 27 3 701 26 3 687
8 April 1945 27 3 697 26 3 683
9 April 1945 27 3 692 26 3 678
10 April 1945 ' 26 3 747 25 3 726
11 April 1945 26 3 757 25 3 736
12 April 1945 27 3 794 26 3 733
13 . April 1945 31 3 758 30 3 738
14 April 1945 31 3 758 30 3 738
15 April 1945 33 3 755 32 3 736
16 April 1945 33 3 755 32 3 736
17 April 1945 - 33 3 754 32 3 735
18 April 1945 33 3 753 32 3 T34
19 April 1945 31 3 719 32 3 704
20 April 1945 38 3 963 37 3 936
21 April 1945 38 3 963 37 3 936
22 April 1945 38 3 963 37 3 936
23 April 1945 39 3 961 38 3 934
24 April 1945 37 3 1000 36 3 973
25 April 1945 39 3 1001 35 3 974
26 April 1945 . 40 3 1001 36 3 974
27 April 1945 40 3 1003 36 3 976
28 April 1945 A0 3 989 37 3 972
29 April 1945 . 40 3 1000 37 3 983
3 1001 37 3 982

30 April 1945 40

The first 19 days of this period Company A, this battalion
was attached to the 80th Tank Battelion. Therefore, their strength
figures were not includedd figures,




S-1 After Action Report (par 5 contd)

The difference in assigned personnel and effective strength
of the battalion on various dates was due to men going to TFaris
and Brussels on pass, men going on furlough to the UK and US,
battle casualties, reinforcements, men returned to duty from
hospitals, eto.

6. OFFICER PROMOTIONS:

Officer prom:tions durlng period 010001 April 1945 to 302400
April 1945: . ‘

REGULAR PROILOTIONS

Major to Lt Col
George Artman 0 21342 Int

2d It to 1st Lt

Conrad P Plomin 01 307 458 Inf

Victor R Sawicki 01 317 429 Inf

B Roger M Scaife 01 017 729 Inf

* , Robert B Dixon 01 311 377 Int

BATTLEFIELD PROKCTIONS

1st Lt to Capt
Ralph J Elias 01 317 381 Int

BATTLEFIELD ArPOINTMENTS

Joseph P Eder 02 012 131 Inf
Russell J Legried 02 012 132 Int
Perry R Burchett 02 012 13 Int
Richard C Barnum 02 012 129 Int
Joseph L Mailly 02 012 190 Int

7. STRENGITH RETURN FOR +ERIOD:

- The assigned strength of the battalion as of 302400 April
1945 was 40 Officers, 3 Warrant Officers and 1001 Enlisted men.
The effective strength of the battalion as of 302400 April

1945 was 37 Officers, 3 Warrant Officers and 982 Znlisted men.

For the Battalion Com der.

JAm.ES DD ;g'z]nnN
1st Lttt Inf

Adj :

Ja
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HE DOULRTERG PIFSY wICHITH SRIUORED ILF. ITORY S.IT.LICH
‘ /PO 258

+y

S=2 ITBR ..CYIOT REPORT - APRIL 1040

od Prosundhpb i - e g et e s e Cama.

'

1., Eneyrr citurtion ot cnd of neriod: _
Mieve 1o no contret -itir the cneyy inZowvee ot the cilc ol thwe
“eriod.  Sitrosclers o6 cesersers continue to be Hilcledc un in growns

oif Z'rom onc to Tive 16T,

criod:
Durinc this nHeriod the Liret contoet rith thie eneny woo on the
4l of Soril in the cren Boutll of LIPPST..DI. On thut anyr, onooucition
conciiting of sicll crmig, ~utoactic coponc, wna cirect fire Tron

threc ticer tiniie oo ftifL, By nichtfoll the cnery hed been nHuched

o
L
bock South of VOLLIUGHLUSE (B5950). -

Encryr oncrations duriing ¢

1) T
T ) -

-
L

On the oth, no on-osition s et, Blements ol the Dovoallion
Ovoneed South to KLIEVE (BIss0) and West to BERETBROCK (B3834).
1erc oo otill no ovrorition off the Tollouing doy spince thc
vettolion o cliven thie misnion of holding o line throuch BAD S.80-
FEITDORF (B3052) to nrevent the .cnery. from i thar wving Beet from SOEST
vmich ves uncer ~thacell by Jacricon infontr clementa. -

-

l—;,

, On the 7th t . ¢ boviclion atitgcked South out of SOIST to GUITTE
(B217222) :nd DELECKE (B247215),  Opnosition consinted mrdinly o0

dircet ortillery Fivre, Ifwaerous nHrisoncrs i/erc tolicn,

The follovdiry: dorr thic -bottalion moved West agrinst very light
resistence, congisting moinly of ¢niner Tire, mortar, and artillery,
The cnany vithare: West of HOILGEI] (B1621) ond NWDR. ENSE (B1822). -
Other enciyy elcuients clso held the ground South of the RUHR RIVER.

Resigtonce stiffencd on the- 9th as the battalion advenced along
the North edge of OVINGHAUSEI! WALDE (B1124) vhere hetvy mortar,
direct and indirect artillery, anti-tank, small arms, and automgtic
reapons were cncountered, BSevercl tanks were also used to impede
our advance., Aporoximcetely 200 prisoners. were taken.dubing the day.
By the end of the day the woods had been cleared and the enemy had '
been pushed bock West of the road between WIEHAGEN (B084227) and
West BUDERICH (B0927). , o :

) The follring day resistance was very light to begin with but
stiffened during the nifdle of- the day and afterno-n., Mortar,
artillery, anti-tanlk guns, and tanks were used against us before the
enemy vithdrew West of FROMERN, o :

Registonee on the 1lth was very light, however, the enemy con- -
tinued harrapsing artillery and mortar fire, At the end of the day
the Germons hed been pushed West of. BILLMERICH (R9623).
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On the 12th opnosition continued to be very lipht os the battalion
advanced to .2 line from A918217 to AQ927205 vhere orders were received
to hold Up ©s elements of an infantry division were to relieve us at
thiz point, ' :

There was no further contact with the enemy until the 21st wvhen
German troops were again encountered in the HARZ INMOUNTAIN pocket near
BLANKEINBURG, In the woods North ond West of BLANKEINBURG 2ll eneny
encountered surrendered vithout resistsnce. One Tiger tonk wos cap-
tured ags the crew slept in o nearby building, At D184585 « DL96583
Triendly troops of the lst Infantry Division were met and the eneny
vocket of resistonce had been eliminated, There was no further
contact. . with the eneny in ony force during the period,

‘ -
2, Section operotions:

The Bott:lion S-2 worked at the front during the entire period,
cesisting the Battolion Comrwnder and S=3 in directing operations,

In the operctions near GUITE ond DELECKE the battnlion was split into
two tosk forces, one of which wos comionded by the Battalion 8-2,
The S-2 Section ot the Battolion CP performed the usual routine
duties, ‘

4, Weother cond terrain:
The weother during the »eriod was generally good, however, fog
and mist during thc morning was »nrevelent but invariably lifted about
noon, Traofficcbility ranged from folr to good, practically no really ¥
bod going being encountered, The area North of the RUHR ond MOHIE
Rivers was well suited to the use of amor. The excellent dbserv§
afTorded thc cnermy Trom the high ground South of the RUHR RIVER,
hovever, wvould hove subjected, our colurms fto discsterous direct a
ery Tire had it not been for the morning fogs.

For thec Bottalion Comnonder;

<z

/MES D.
lst Lt.
Adjutont

ROBERT L. BRUB./KER,
Cent. , Int,,

S-2

10

= R L
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HEADGUART:RS FIFTY &

VFANTRY BATTALION

§-3 AFTER ACTION REFORT - APRIL 1945

Toes not apply.

See Overlay.

None,

Operations for the period:

L_April 45

Battalion relieved of front line position at Langenbochum
by elements of 75th Inf Div and proceeded as vart of CCR
to Selm Germany (A815450). Arrived Selm 1745, travelling
distance of 37.7 miles.

2 & 3 April 45

At 1000 April 2 received orders with overley of route of
march to 'vicinity Dunbruck, Germany. Battalion departed
Selm 1352 and arrived Thule, Germany 031115. Bn was immed-
lately alerted to attack south to Ruhr river., At 143%0

Bn CO & S-3 returned from CCR with attack orders and Bn
passed LD at Heitwinkle at 1500, with C Co as assault com-
pany. By dusk, C Co had captured Weckinghausen (405375),
against enemy AT and mortar fire. C Co dug in for night.

4 April 45

At 0630, C Co 8um ed off from iWeckinghausen attacking south
toward Stirpe (396364), with Task Force Walker on right, CCA
on left. C Co advanced slowly against enemy S/A, auto-matic
weapons and AT fire., Tank Destroyers of Co 6, 809th TD Bn
were brought up to counteract this enemy action. By 1215

C Co had entered Stirpe and by 1245 the town was completely
in our hands. Enemy AT fire was reported coming from patch
of woods at %937. B Co was alerted to clean out these woods
in coordinated attack with Task Force Walker. Following ten
minute artillery preparation on woods by 40Bth FAB, B Co
moved out to clean out woods at 1450. Meanwhile C Co sent
out a combat patrol to Vollinghausen (393385) to maintain
contact with the enemy. By 1540 B Co had cleaned out patch

. of woods and proceeded to attack toward. Vollinghausen. By

1930 B Co had captured the town capturing large number of

‘enemy prisoners. At 2030 B Co dispatched a combet patrol

to Klieve (384306). Patrol entered the town, caught enemy by
surprise and remained there for the night.

2. _April 45

At 0700 B Co moved remainder of Company into Klieve and
prepared to further the advance toward Robinghausen (374288)!
At 0830 notified by CCR that no further advance was to be n
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5 April Cont.

At 1300 relief was completed and Bn returmed to Lippstadt
in Division Reserve.

6_April 45

Bn at Lippatadt performing necessary maintenance on
vehicles and weapons and reorganizing for future
operations. At 1915 orders received from CCR to move

out and establish road dblocks on all roads East of Soest
(257305). Purpose of this assigmment was to prevent enemy
-forces from breaking out to the rast, while friendly
forces attacked from the north through Soest. Bn departed

Lippstadt at 2000.
' T . April 45

At 0830 Bn wes relieved of rosd block assignment as Soest
had been cleared of all enemy forces. At 1600 orders re-
ceived from CCR to pass through Soest and attack south to
Leke Nohne (2221-2521). At 1700 Bn departed Bad Sassendorf
(300323) enroute for attack. B & C Co's with attached
tanks of A Co 80th Tk Bn and TD's of C Co 809th TD Bn,
attacked on paralel roads running north and south to the
Lake, B Co on left, C Co on right. At 2000 B Co had taken
their objective at Delecke {{B248218) capturing a large’
pumber of Germen prisoners with little,opposition. At 2100
C Co had captured their objective at Gilinne (217225),
against stiff oppasition. B Co made contact with CCA at
Korbecke (275224).

) . 8 April 45
At 1045 B Co was relieved by elements of CCA at Deleeke
and proceeded enroute n orth to Rudoloh (252267), west to
Delringsen (238266), south to Giinne (217225) then west
along main road and captured Hoingen (165209) and Nar
Ense (181225) against light artillerp, mortar and some
sniper fire. C Co remained in their present position

throughout the dajy.
o 9 April 45

At 0245 Bn CO returned from CCR with attack orders at

0545 west to Dortmund., Company Commanders were assembled
at 0300, orders issued'and B Co was guided by our reeon-
asissanee plasoon to Oderense where they were to organige
'for attack. Remainder of Ba followed., CCB on right, CCR
on left with CCA in reserve with mission to mop up ail
enemy remnants bi-passed by lealding forees. B Co jumped
off at 0600 attacking west on main road south of Blumenthal
.{1426). Progress was slow in face of direct AT fire coming
from woeds at 1124. C Co was drought forward, and B & ©
Ce's 12 & ecordinated attask v se Walker attack-

-1:3.;:940_1:0; the south,

-
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By 1400 woods had been cleared and C Co continued the
attack dismounted west to Sehluekingen (090247). By 1700
Schluckingen was captured along with numerous enemy pris-

oners. C Co then proceeded south to Wie
had taken the town. Bagen and by 1900

10 April 45

At 0100 Bn Co returned from CCR with orders to continue attack
generally SW to Bausenhagen (046234). 8ump off was scheduled
for 0530, but CO CCR delagedrattack until 0715 in event Task
Force of 80th Tk Bn might need some sssistance in taking
Wickede. At 0730 Wickede was captured by 80th Tk Bn and
C Co was ordered to advance. Advance was slow against enemy
artillery fire coming from vicinity of Frondenberg (024195),
and counter-battery and air support was put on town. At 0945
C Co had entered Bausenhagen and reached Phase line "X" which
'was the main road running north and south,west of the town.
At 1156 C Co had advanced 1000 gds west of the town and at
1230 reached the road running rorth and south at 023%226,
C Co continued to push on against light artillery and mortar
fire and at 1430 were 1000 yds east of Fromern(005227). By
1600 C Co had captured Fromern and dug in for the night.

11 April 45

At 0700 C Co jumped off to attack westward to Phase line

"Y" which was the main road running north and south, east

of Billmerich. C Co advanced repidly and at 1015 had reached
their objective and dug in 100 yds west of the line., in vic-
initg of Wilhelmshohe. Company Commanders were as=embled

at Wilhelmshohe and plans were formulated for attack on
Billmerich (960227). At 1800 C Co jumped off and with no
enemy opposition captured Billmerich.

12 April 45

At 0100 C Co jumped off to attack objective 22, which was the
CHh at 944227. By 0400 C Co had taken their objective, cap-
turing several enemy prisoners. B Co moved forward, passed
through C Co and attacked west to objective 55 & 66. At 1050
B Co had taken objective 66which was CR at 924225 and then
swung SE to taeke objective 55, At 1250 B Co had taken objec-
tive 55 which was the town of Hengen, dug in and awaited
further orders. Bn mission had been completed and awaited

relief instructions.
13-19 April 45
Bn remained at Billmerich 13 April, B Co being officially

relieved at.0100 13 April. At 2000 13 April route of march
received from CCR to move to Heiningen (935895). Bn depart- | {4

ed Billmerich 0845 14 April. g
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1%~ April Cont

Arrived Gr Geilenden (8407) 0930 15 April. B Co & Attach-
ed C Co 809th TD Bn were billeted in Brunschweig guarding
vital civil and military installations. C Co located
Broitpem, attached A Co 80th Tk Bn in Timmerlah. On 17
April remainder of Ba moved to Brunschweig where mainten-
anse on vehicles and weapons were performed., At 23500

19 April, Ba CO was ocalled to OCR for movement instruec-

tions.
20 April 45

Ba departed Brumschweig at 0800 enroute to Athenstedt.
Arrived Apenstedt, Germany 1015. A, B & C Co's located
i3 Athenstedt. Bn remained on the alert for possibdle
movement to assist CCB in their opération in vieinity of
Blankenberg. At 1730 Ba received orders from CCR to
move immediately to Westerhousen, attached to CCB. Bn
Closed into Blankenberg at 29350 with plans to clean out
woods .north of the city on the morning of 21 April.

2 ril

Assembled Company Commeanders st 0645 for finmal coordin-
ation of plans for attack. Companies deperted dismounted
at 0730, A on left, C on right, B Co following in reserve,
Mission was to clear the woods and contact the 1lst Inf

Div driving from the North., Compenies jumped off at 0815
B Co being committed on C Cos' right. Companies pushed
through woods with no enemy opposition and captured several
enemy troops. At 105% contact was made with the lst Inf
Div completing our mission. Bn was relieved of attachment
to CCB and returned to Apenstedt under CCR control.

22 April 45 .

Received instruotions from CCR at 0100 to move to Seesen,
Germany. Company Commanders were assembled at 0830, ver-
bal imstructions issued and Ba departed Apenstedt at
0930. Arrived Seesen, Germany at 1300 with orders to
occupy and govern town of Seesen and surrounding towns.
Called for Company Commanders at 1900 and orders issued
and sectors assigned for screening and patrolling.

23~%0 ril

During this period Bn remained in Seesen and vieinitp.
Companies screened the entire area, capturing large

numbers of enemy troops and equipment. All civil and

military installations that were deemed necessary were

guarded 24 hours per day. Fixed posts were established

at eall edges of towns to prevent civilians from pessing 1
from town to town without authorization. _All roads were

patrolled 24 hours per day
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S-3 After Action Report Cont.,

WILLIAM M RUNGE,
Major, Infantry,
S=3

For the Battalion Commander:

/,
g -~

Ao .
Lornaar Y G Rt
/JANES D%&AN,
- 1st Lt., Infantry,
Adjutant
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HEADGUAKIERS PIFTY HIGHTH AXMORED INFANT..Y BATTALION GA/rad

APO 258, U S Aray

COuitaND AFTER ACIION R=PORT
Period 010001 May 1945 to 312400 kay 1945

1, RESULTS Of \OFERATIONS:
- Does not apply.
2, COWBAT EPFICIENCY:

Does not apply.
3o CORIMENT, ON EMILOYMESNT OF UKIT, ETC:

This battalion is capable of pesk combat performance if viven

the opportunity for further combat duties. This conclusion is

expressed in view that despite the weverity of the fighting, the
battalion had great success during the latter stages of its emsloyment,

with a low casualty rate sustained among key personnei.

I believe the battalion could be most effectively employed by
the government in a combnt mission agsinst the Japanese, rather than

the miseion to.which it 1s now assigned.

Col., Inf.
ovrvrending

[ CLASSIFICATION P "~~ED TO:

CA «CEL!

BY AUTKC.uilY OF m ADIulANT GENERAL

P@K@%ﬂg cc%{;xms ....... 20 s k. |
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NY ,
HEAULUARTERS FIFTY UICHTH AXeORSD ILe .l Tf BATILALION  /rab
AP0 258, U O Army

S 1 AFTER ACTION Ru. Jxf

Period 010001 liay 1945 to 312400 'ay 1945
L
1, 1LorBCTIONG:
a, Organizatioral inspections were ~ad- at verious ties

Thrbughoat the period, concemmins meintormance 9f vornicler, weapons,
etec.

b. All Officers and B of the battalion were civen a physical

examination <urir.- thie eriod,

2, CASUALTIES:

Cumalative casuslties for period 710721 Yay 1945 t»> 312400
May 1975:

ype Casuolty wed, Mg & Hg o Jv Co A GCo RCo 2 <o
SVA 0 D 0 1 ¥

LW ‘ ) O 2 O

LIA & 0 . 0 0

wIA 0 0 0 0 0

"I 1 -0 0 0
Hon-Battle 13 ; 13 ?3 13

TOT AL 14 1 13 2¢ 13

Be Filuounzng OF . H3

None
4, HSI#ohC. ~ T53
"urulative reirforcs o is receivey duric  yeriod G17001 ey
1745 to 317470 ey 177101
Qfficers e
i Y lg Yo A 0
Sv Co : ?
L Co f‘;
T o 2
s Co : 1
sedical Det 2 Y
T 3 3
-1-



f
S-1 After Action Rerort (conrtd)

5. 02571Cui. AnD Bl Galli, AD LOC. 203

Cumulative officer and Eil geins and losses d:ring period
01001 Way 1945 to 312400 vay 1945:

Assigned Effective Strength

Date off O M 2. S 19 -
1 May 45 40 3 992 35 3 979
2 May 45 43 3 997 38 3 978
3 gy 45 44 3 993 39 3 974
4 I'ay 5 44 3 991 29 3 972
5 ay 45 44 3 991 39 3 971
6 iay 45 44 3 992 39 3 972
7 tay 45 44 3 993 39 3 972
8 W¥ay 45 44 3 99 39 3 972
9 Mav 45 44 3 992 39 3 972
1C May 45 44 3 798 42 3 978
11 ay 45 44 3 999 42 3 978
12 May 45 44 3 999 42 3 978
13 MNay 45 45 3 1006 43 3 983
14 iay 45 45 3 1002 41 3 954
15 'ay 45 45 3 1001 41 3 963
16 ¥ny 45 45 3 998 41 3 953
17 May 45 46 3 999 4?2 3 953
18 uay 45 47 3 999 43 3 953
19 Kay 45 46 3 1008 42 3 949
20 day 45 43 3997 40 3 943
2l ¥ay 470 43 3 998 40 3 958
22 Xay 45 43 3 993 40 3 955
23 May 15 43 3 996 37 3 909
250 iny 4% 43 3 995 34 3 893
25 Vey 45 A3 3 994 34 3 896
27 Way 45 43 3 1008 35 3 899
27 Uay 45 43 3 1011 35 3 896
Paciiay A5 43 3 1010 35 3 899
25 ay b 43 3 1013 4G 3 972
Uodeas A 13 3 1013 40 3 977
31 iy 4% 43 3 19713 40 3 986

The dilference in ascigned peran:inel and effective strength

of the bei:-lion on verious dat .8 was duc L0 .-n going to Paris .

on pass, mon foing on furloush to tha UK zni U, reinf .rcewr-ts, men
returrnei to duty fro~ Yospit-ls, etc.

he LS L0 Tiu olI0LG:

BATT L PI ALY prt0aG IO
2d Lt to:!!ﬁ Lt

Benjamin D Taylor, O 547611 Inf

D : ' :b

Pty m



§=-1 After Action'Roport (contad)

\

7. STRENGTH LETURK {OR PLRIODs

The éasigned\btrength of the battalion as of 312400 Iliay 1945
was: 43 O'ficers, 3 Warrant Officers and 1013 Enlisted N:un,

The effective strength of the battzlion as of 312400 Mgy 1945 -
—wgst 40 OfXicers, 3 Warrar: Officers and 986 Enlisted ¥rn,

Por the Battalion Commander:

JAZES D E:#AN
lst X¥t, Int
Ad3

e

-?a



HEAD .UARTERS FIFTY EIGHTH ARMORED INF:NTRY BATTALION ,
APO 258, U. S. ARNY ' A

§-2 AFTER ACTION REPORT = 010001 MAY to 312400 MAY 194% o

1, Enemy situation at end of periody - o
This batt alion was not in oontact uith the enemy at

the end of the period.

2. Enemy operations during the period:
None

3. Section operations during the period:
The S=2 Section was engaged in the proeessing and
screening of German civilians and soldiers rounded up -
in the area, and in the performance of normal garrison .

duties during the period.

4. Veather and trafficability:
The weather was exceptionally good during the early
part .of the month, but during the latter part of the
month an unusual amount of rain fell. Trafficablility in

the area was good.

Foxr the Battalion Commander,

lst Lto‘ info [

Adjutant

ROBERT L. BRUBAKER,
Se

2
2
w
9
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTY EIGHTH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION
APO 258, U S Army

Se% AFTER ACTION REIORT
Period 01QO01 May, 1945 to 312400 May, 1945

1. Front Lines at End of Period: Does not apply.

2. Loocation of Troops: 3ee (Owerlay.

3. Information of Adjacent Units and Supporting Troops: None.
4. Opirations for the Period:

" 1-8 May, 194

During this period the Battalion did not take part in any
combat operations against the enemy. Battalion remasined in
S8eesen, Germany and vicinity, occupled and governed arez as as-
signed dy CCR. Rifle Companies of the battalion were assigned
sectors to screen with the mission of taking any enemy troops
8t1l]l holding out. Guard posts were estaublished on all German
hospitals containing German prisoner's of war, banks, Displaced
Person Camps and factories containing quantities of foodstuffs.
All roads were patrolled twenty-four hours per day and guards
were placed on edges of all towns to prevent civilians from pass-
ing from one town tc another without proper muthority. Troops
not involved in guarding or patrolling followed a daily training
schedule consistggg of physical training, close order drill, mane
ual of arms and other basic subjects.

9-31 May, 1945

Battalion departed Seesen, Germany at (0900 enroute to
Duderstadt, Germany. Arrived Duderstadt, Germany 1130 9 May, 198§
and relieved B88th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Mechanized.
Travelled distance of 29 miles, Battallon area, assigned by CCR,
was divided in three sections and each rifle company took over one
section with the mission of patrolling all rosds and guarding any
installations deemed necessary. Guards were placed on a V Bomb
factory in Lindau, Germany, signal supply dump in 'esterode,
Germany, Displaced Person Camp in Rmmspringe, Germany ani three
hospitals in Duderstadt, Germany. Towards the latter part of the
monthy in complianc- with a Division directive, guards and patrols
were held to a minimum and companies followed a weekly training
schedule consicsting of platoon problems and firing of =1 rifle,
carbine and Thompson sub machine gun, Two week course on maint-
enance subjects was covered for the purpose of improving the lirst
echelon mal ntenance in the battalion. Considerable tlme wic de-
voted to organized athletics.

For tEﬁ Battglion Comvander,

7 Aui:’g S D L K:‘;x’}’ [}

1st Lt.,“Infantry,

WILLIAE I RUNGE, Adjutant.
Maj., Infantry,
S=3

f¥grs
b
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HFADQUARTER3 58TH ARMORYL INFANTRY BATTALION
ATO 258, U.S. ARMY

94 After Actiem Repert, Peried 0001 1 May te 2400 31 May 194S.

pParegraph I - 3urply:

1 Nay to 31 May inclusive, Change 2 te pAdministrative Order
#6, 8th Armored Divisiom.

There were no diserepancies in Class I, II, III, IVand V
Supplies.

paragraph 11 - Traasportatiea;

Trangportation facilitias were sdequate tc meet our needs,
paragraph I7I = Rvacnation:

At 3emesen, Germany or 2 May, Headquarters Com.any of this
Rattalion hag ene (1) Truck, 1/l Tom, 4 x ki blown up. It was
turned in to "R" Company, lbOth Ordnance o

411 derd were evacuated to Qraves Registr:tiom Offieer, Bth
Armored Division,

pearagraph IV - Road and Circulatiom;
Does not apply.
Peragraph 7 - Salvage and Captured Material:
All Selvage has beam turmed in thru regular supply chammels,
For the Battalion Commander;

Qe &
7 JAWES Do AN
 1st 1, (nf,

¢ Adj

DONALD 4 DR
capt, Inf,
9=l



