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HEAD.JUAnTEllS 83D :I::::,',: ~':;':'Y 0L'!S'::(;;j, }'.."o 83" li. ~). li.rmy, 15 June 1945. 

TO: 	 COOIlI£ll1dlng Geooral, XIII (;or:')s, :.i 0 !:(3, U. '.'. Army. 
(Atten:1onl Adjutant General). 

"t ."'" --.,. "'7 
,. •• ;.. IJl.,.... JJ",-.I.~;' 	 ! 

14.;or, ACD, 
Inclss n/c Adjutnnt General. 
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/ AYr.iilR ACTION BATl'LE R,gPORl' 
7361H TANK BATTALIO~ 
1 Kay - 31 Vay 1945 

1 - 5 lIa,. 

•On 30 A.pril 1945, '1'a".1: Yoree RITCHIE, eeananded by Lieutenant Celenel PAUL 
I. RITaiIE, C.aaandiDg Officer, 736tb Tank Battalion, wa. termed u a Yebil. Re­
.erYe tor the 83rd Infantry Dividen's Bridgehead a.r... the ~Bi River. Head­
quarter. anel aeadquartera Company, attached te Task For.e Ritchie lIlOTed t. WALTER­
NI~RG (D886823). The Assault Gun Plateon waa placed in a Defensive P••ition 
in vicinity et oomuTY (D874856) with the ai.sion ot guarding the appreach te the 
NGrth Bridge (D8M817) acrose the ~BE Rberl the Worlar Platoon w.. located in 
GLIND. (D826868) with the mia.ion ot shelling acr••• the ELBE River in vicinity .t 
RAINES (DOOSE!T7). 

CGUlpany "A" attached to 3~9tb Infantry Regimiint rWiaineel in a atatic positien 
acroes the ~BE River with Plgteon dispositions as tollowe - 1st Platoon at NUTSA. 
(C943824), 2nd Platoon at GU~aGLUCK (C924942), 3rd Platoon at ~~RBS7 (D990842), 
while Headquarter. Platoon and "A" Cempany CP was loeatad at WALl'.~ruJI":~rm;;RG (C885­
823). In this sector no OPFosition or activity had been received from the enemy, 
but large number~ or pris~nere approached outposts to "give up en-maeso." 

Company "B" attached to 330th Intant~ Regiment maintained a Defen8ive Posi­
tion aere•• the ELB~ River ae part .t Ta~k Force Ritchie, with Platoon di.posi­
tions as fellew. - 2nd Platoon was attachod to Company '~n, 330th Infantry Regi­
Wlent, acting as Regimental Reserve tor 330th Infantry RogitJlent~ Company "B" (-2nd 
Platoon) with "E" Compe.ny 330th Infantry Rogiment 11'11.8 part of TRsk: Fer.o Ritchie 
with the mission of reinforcing 330th Infantry Regiment in ease of counterattack 
or reintorcing any other sector aa ordered by the Task Forco Cemmander. On 5th 
et May ComFany "B" ,-736th TIUlk Battalien, was alerted te move te IlFlJNDORFI 2nd 
Ph.toon was relined trtl!ll. attachmsnt to Cempany "c" 330th Intantry Regiment and 
reverted to Company oontrol. Task farce Ritchie at this time had been dieolved 
and the Cempany mn&d to N:;'UNOORF on 5th ef Yay 1945. 

Company ere II maintained a DefendTe Podtion acroae tha iil.BE River with tho 
l.t Plateon attached to 33lst Infantry Regiment at BADEZ, placed on a half hour 
alert and remained •• until 5 May 1945. The Company (-1st Plateon) 1I'a8 in posi­
tion at WALTZRNIENBERG whero Task Force Rogere was formed. Task Force Rogers was 
.~po.ed a. follows - Company "en (-1st Platoon), 1st Platoen of Company "D n, and 
Cem.pany "L" S31d Infantry Reg:ment undor the command of Captain GLYNN o. IDGZRS. 
Talk Yera. Reger. was assembled in vioinity of WALT~m~IZNBeRG in a Mobile Re­
.erv8 and p1aco4 en a half h~ur alert tor the purpe.e of holding o~en the Corridor 
'to the l~oth CaTalry Squadron, who .ere .oeting the Russian Spearhead. Tbis alert 
continued thrlugh the 4th of Way 1945. 

Comrany "0" during the peried I )lay to 5 Vay 1945 was in position at i'AL'ER­
NI::llBERG u a Kebile Reserve fer Talk Force Ritchie. 

Senice CemptUly rfJ!lll!Uned in position at CALBE (D782751), supplying the 
Battalion. 
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The lotecUoa.l Detaci..ment remained ill p..1tiell at WAL,);~tillIENBERG (D889823). 
with the ex.eptien et Kedical Teams that were aeaigned t. Tarioue C.mpanie. 
threugheut the Battalien. Siot ••11 wa. held t. a minimum, ~ith the exceptien .t 
the usual transpertatien difficulties et the unit'. widely .eparated peeitions. 

At 1630, 4 May 1945 Kajer MAURICE H. RARE, Battalien 5-3, received netifi ­

.~tien by phene rrem Kajer HARTMAN, DiTieien ~3 that the 330th Infantry Regiment 

had centacted the Russians in the Ticinity ef D950950 and had eTer run an Allied 

PW Cage at ALL.ENGRABOW {B(40090). 


On the 4th .f May Task Fer.e Ritchie wae di••elTed. "AM Cempany remained 
.ttached te 329th Infantry Regiment, but w•• relieved frem it. DefenaiTe Pesitiene 
enly after direct .entact with the Ru••ians h~d been establi.hed. -B" Cempany re­
mained attached te 330th Infantry Regiment. -eM C.mpany remained .ttached te 331st 
Infantry Regiment and ·D" Cempany remained under Battalien centrel. 

On 4 Uay all Cempanies except ·A" Ceapany returned t. Battalhn centrel and 
prepared te meve te new le.ation.. The Battalien CP wae epened at CALBE (D782751); 
"B" Cemf&nY .t N~NOORF, "C If CemI--any at BARBY (D85082!:», "0" CempU'ly at CALBE 
(D78275l), Wedieal Detachment and Service Cempany at CALBE (D78~751)1 while "AM 
CUlrany·. dispe!dtien was a. felle•• - Heedque.rterll and 1st Platun at 'R:;;E.::r..~D~rl; 
lrd PI.t..n at ZERBST, 2nd Platun attached te 329th Infantry 'Regiment at HM.Sil~­
STEDT (0455775). 

Lieutenant Celenel PAUL J. RITCHIE was .warded a Bren&s Oakleaf eluet~r to 
the Brenn star en the 4th et },fay 

6 Uay 

At an Officer's meeting at the Batt.lien ep in CALBZ Lt eel RITCHI~ inf~rm.d 
theee present that the Battalion's miesien was te establish and eperat. as Hilitsry 
G.Ternment. Fer this new miseien, the Battdlen was assigned te Divhien Artill'l)'> 
Upen receipt ef erdere, the Battalion meTed 8.S a unit fr~ their fermer lec~tien~ 
te iroLF~NBU-rTLE (C917998), where the Battall.n CP .as set up. The C~fanieti m~ved 
inte the hllewing T.wna - "Headquarter. Cft'lpany - iOLFZNBUT'l'L3; (C918887 h HA M 

Cempany - VALLST:;:DT (X795055)J "B" Cellanr - 1'HIEDE (C88l026); "e" Cempany - GR 
DENKT (C970900); "D" C.lIlpany - AHLUM (X960010); Service Comfllny and Medienl De­
tachment - WLF.:ill'lBU'I'l'LZ (C917998) and were auigned are.. te be Geve",ed. 

7 Kay - 9 Hay 

Cempanies, en 7 Vay, .pent the day perferming First ~eholen ef Maint&nsnce en 
their v~hicle., funetienal duties and preparing te G.vern their aeeigned area. 
Lt Cel HITCHIJ:, at • 5taft Meeting held 8 Yay infermed thue jireeent that the 
Battalien was relieved fr.m attaohment t. DiTisi.n Artillery ~nd attached t. 330th 
Infantry Regiment all ef 0800, 8 May 1945. This new mi8~i.n .as te eccuPJ and 
geTern the lires. new under centrel et the -n.t Ann.red Infantry ~d 66th Armflr'ed 
Regimentl!l.The Batta1!en then !!leved te new l.ee.tienl .s r.lle1:'. - HMd~unrt9rtl, 
Hel\lldquarters Cempany and Hedical Detachment - LICHT::"NB:~RG (C748995h ",\ H Cc:;t;:.-.ny ­
LJ;SSE (C72S989), "S" Cempe.ny - GUST.:DT (C9609l5)J "G n Company - KL H~ru;; (C718BB7)i 
"D" C.mpany - SILLIU~ (C67188S), SeTTiee C.mpany - S7~INLAH (C776895) Upen .rriTing 
~t these leeatiens the C.mpanie8 begain te .et up their Military Gevernoent Folicies 
8nd Precerlures, perferning First ~ehel.n er Maintene.nee, Resting and Refitting 
Tr••pe. Instructiens rege.rding Civilians were p!,!83ed eut te Cemraniel'! e.nd the 
preblem .f de-n!tlifying Gem8.ny began with 8.rprehensien ef several 55 tnq:~, rarty 
Members, in~r,eeting ree.rds ef Buergermeisters th~t Tere unal!lr the contrel ef tho 
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Battalien, and l~mt but net le~st t. attempt te restore Ger.nany as a D~ceratie 
Natlen - within the ar~ae a.~lgned t. the Battalion. 

10 May - 19 Va, 

C~rany "EM was relieved Irem a.eignment ,f governing OLB~R (C713921), re­
sponsibility waa aseumed by '"1)" C_pany. Prsvieue to thie, "B" Company was 
a.signed ~ vary lllTge area t. Govern and almcet STar] ml'I1l lre.S &ithar .n guard er 
pulling d.uble shifts. The change .r assignment .r ar eas previded fer a better 
means er equalizing resp~nsibi~ity throughout the Battalion p~d ~:ave ~ach C.mpany 
an eppertunity to rest and refit treeps. On the 12th ef Uay each member of the 
Battalien saw the long awaited film ~e Down and One :'. Je lt and tl:e VE Day film 
which previded fer a better understanding s! the ·Foint System" that Govern the 
Redepleyment and Readju8tment .t Tr••p.. Parties were held by all Cempaniee in 
th.ir respective areas, celebrating YE Day. All movies were held in Headquarters 
CempaJ'lY U••• HlIlll. On the 13th ot May another ch"nge in ruponsibility ef ..eao 
hp!.d taken I'lace - "I3" Ctmpany 1I'a8 reliev8d frtlm the aui ~:3nt Ii! geTedliD.g thlJ 
tewn ef KL ~BE (C73::895) and reepeneibility ~ .. ~n.zmed by "C" Cemrany. 1st Lt 
JAll3.S CruifLlrr, ass! !']led te "A" Cempany left for a tur1eugh te the Unit8d states. 
Durin,::: ~h.., remainder ()f tee period up te 19th May the Battalion W~IS }:rimarily 
8ngag'3d in 14ilitary GoverIt:'lent and guarding or Tital. il'stall::ltion~; '!'ours wore 
c.nduct~d through Herman GOering werks and mevie pictur~e were ~hewn as etten ~8 
possible. This was the only ferm .r entertainment aTailable fer the trenps. 

On the 19th of Uay, Heacquartera and Headquarldrs Company left L!CHT=NBERG 
te precMd tc BADDEC1C:NST:IDr (C719£01) te Il.~ume centrel cf new areae e.5signed the 
Battalion by higher Headquarters. He~'.dquarters ~d Headquarters Cemrany were 
billeted in BADDECKENSTEDT r.ith the 8xceptien ~f the Morlar Platoen which was 
billeted in B!NDZR (C68912) and acsigned a tRsk 1)( previding road bhcks in the 
'f'icinity of BINDER. "A" Company remai116d in L':SSZ (C7:'5989) te ccntinue with their 
aaaigned missien ef governinc that area. "13" Cempany rennined in i}tJ5T:DT (C9609l5) 
te c&ntinue ,,;ith their e.8si:;ned mitseion of geverning that area. "C" Cempany n!/'}ved 
to S~D~ (C735855) te aSS1~e raepcnsibility of ~ilitary ~overnment. Service 
C.mpany meved to KL H~fu~ (C718887) to assume responsibility ef Military Jovsrnmsnt. 
"D" CC)Cl;:any meved t. :.iALTd-:S~ (C740040) to centinue with their miesien of loiilitary 
Government, while the Medical Detacnm8nt IUVed to B1WD;;;CK:i::~ST~DT. 

20 }lay - 21 Yay 

Upon arriving in new areas, all C.mpanies in addition to occupying and gevern­
ing their assigned areas, began the task of re-paintins and ro-servicing all 
vehicles. Training schedules llere rh.ced in effect, seftbell teeme (inter-Be.ttalicn) 
were orjl;8.nized under tho supervision of Capt w..YNli C. ;-\OG::;ns, six (E) hour ftllJSes 
were established and a quct. of men fr~ each CeMpany began daily visit8 to BAD 
HARZBURG tor recreational purroses • 

2~ May - 24 ~lay 

The E~ttalion during this peried earried en with its primary nission ef 
lIilih.I;; Governmont. Perser..ne1 not engeged were follewinc a Battalion Training 
Sehedule. Foreign vehicloe tha.t were in tl:e Battalion ,,·ere turned cysr to Bath.lion 
Sup~ly to be evacuated to Ordnenee DSf.te. Lt Cel RI7CHI~ reeeiv3d netification by 
phone that the Battalien wauld be prepared to p~rticipat6 in a Ceremeny held in 
honer cf high ranking Rue3ian Jenenls, "he -:;ere guash of the Cemmandinc; General, 
XIII Cerps, ~6 Uay 1945. 
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Lt eel PAUL J. HITCSI:::} presented awards t. tha r.ll....ing Officer and .::;;nlisted 
Men, 24 May 1945, 

Maj.r GlORGE P. CALLISON - Brenl. star f.r Merit.ri.ua Serviee 
staff Sergeant Frank A. Pettinato - Brenze star f.r Uerit5rieua Service 
Technician Firth Grade Rebert Cooley - B~nJe star rGr ~dritori~u8 

• Service 

25 May - 27 May 

T/Sgt .&lter f. Layme.n and T/5 Anthony J. r:a~i::l6nt., Heaac,uErtor%!l ComfAllY, 
returned te duty after a seTen day pase in Paris s.nc rsported that they had b.en 
involved in an autontbile accident en the return trip. Ca~t BURTON c. POTT~R, 
whe had attendee the Infcrmation and Sducation Schocl was als. returning te the 
Battalion with T/Sgt Layman and T/5 I1uimento with a i t.n truck, and in the 
accident Capt FOTT~R received injuries abeut the head and was evacuated t. a 
Hupital. Capt POTl':::R is e,.pected to return to duty within ten daye. 

2nd Lt J~a\LD 3. SUlnI, Flat.en Leader of the Assault Gun Flat eon was pro­
m.tad t. 1st Lt per par 3, ~0 .;136, Heacquarter2l, 9th US Army, dated 16 ~e.y 1945. 

28 Yay 

;" quota of ,,:nlbted Mon and Officers ()f the Battalion left for VIJ.Y3W3'::RG 
and l.1..u.sr~.:uCHT, Helland .n tbre~ day recreational P'lsees. Capt U0RDI~ 1. GAHB-:R 
was placad in charge .f the srcup ~f Officers and Zolisted U.n. 

A Shewdewn inspection of Chenical, 2lgineer, Medice.l and Signe.l .:-'reperty '!fall 

held thrcugheut tho Battalion. Ordere were r~ceiv~d rr~ 83rd Infantry Division 
that an Advance Detail would be prepared to meve t. ns. location to arr&n~e for 
billats for the Battalion. COUlfe.nies Tiere notified and the contemplahd detail 
ef thr.e ~en from each Comfany, ~nd ono ~an frmn Uedical Detachment, and en • 
• rrieer were selected. The Advance Detail w~s to be prarared te move nG later 
than 31 Uay 1945. 

29 }jay 

The Battalion prepared to turn over ~ilitary Gevs~ent re8ponaibility t. 
British Auth.rities a8 per .rders frem higher Head~uBrters and relief is expected 
30 May 1945. The 30th tf Yay, being Yemerie.l Day, plans were dre.wn u;; to held an 
appropriate Car~.ny for the 3att~lien on ths Parade Grounds just epposit$ Battalion 
H.ad~uarters in EADr;ECK.::::NSI'~:2)T. 

30 ~e.y 

At 1100 hours the Battalion ~s fo~ed on the Parade Gr~unds. The blank 
ammunition that W~. to be used by three asse.ult guns in tirin~ a salute was 
ebtained without too much difficulty and arrived just rifte~n minutes prior t. the 
Ceremonies. A-' the e.remeny, Lt etl P.~UL J. RITCHIE, }:reeente<3 The Brons. star 
¥edal to the following Oftieers ,.nd Enlist9d ~!en er the Battalien. 

Majer }lAURIC::: H. RAHJ: - lor meri'terioul seMiee 
Capt -,vILLARD L. THCl.JPSON - Fer lleritoricul SeMice 
bt Lt HtJ'GH RO~'LAND - For Bravery in Action 
lst Lt B£N.IA!JIN r. RODINI - Fer :.leritorious SeTTie. 

2nd Lt JAY~S J. PYSH~R - F~r Meritorioul Service 
(4) 

http:l.1..u.sr
http:Merit.ri.ua


...------------------~~------------------------~-----------------

T/Sgt Arthur J. )!cGuire - For Ueriterieua Servi•• - C Cemp81ly 
S/Sgt i.1arion L. Ce.mpbell - For Bravery in Actien - B Cempany 
S/Sgt Joseph Driscell - ForUeriterious SerTi•• - Ked Det 
Sgt Robert S. Lamneck - For Bravery in Action - A Cempany 
Sgt Rebert L. Parker - For Bravery in Acticn - A Cempany 
Sgt Ald.n ~. Reinhart - For bravery tp Acti~n - A Cem~any 
T/5 Alfred C. English - lor 1ieri.oriflus Service - HG. Comrany 
Pte Alfred H. Cozari. - Fer Bravery in Acticn - Ued Det 

After the presentation of the Awares, a fitting tribute wss paid to the 
members .f the Battalion who had givun their lives during the 3attalion's 
P4-rticipaticn in combat. Lt iiALLlNAN, Batk<lion Adjutant, reac thl3 nao6n, a.i'tdr 
which a .,.elley of three rounClS "ere firsd frc:n 105 ASfiaul t Gum, under the super­
.,.ision of Capt GLYNN O. r...OGiRS, Tafs ..-ere then .ounded in a final tribute to these 
brave men. 

The Battalion then usernbled to hear the Principal Address wfJich was given 
by Lt Cel RITCHIZ. At the cenclualon of the Ceremony, Companies returned to their 
respective billet areaa. 

:31 l.Iay 

The American Red Crees Cluooot,ile .,.i3it.d the varioue Compl!lnies throughout 
the Bstttiion t" une doughnots and coffee. Yajor YAURIC£ H. RAH's, conferred 
with British Officials re~rding relief of Yilitary G.vernment responsibility. 
By ::400 hours, all Cemfe.nies with the exception of "Ii" Cempany tad teen reliaved 
by the British - -nOt Treop, ,l~ Group, 64th Medium Regiment, BA. It ~s exrectad 
that "lJ" C8IJlpany will be relieved shortly. 

Excess Ordnance ~unition and Chemical ~unition was turned into Battalion 
Supply. ~pendib18 8~uipmetlt form mechanised Flamethrowers was t~rned into 23rd 
Division Chemical Officer. 

All .,.ehic188 are being prepared for mov~ent, but maintsnance a.nd training 
vill continue through 4th of .luna 1945. 'i/arr.ing Ordors from 83rd Infar.try Division 
wero issued to prepare to mOVd on or about 5 June 1945. Cont~plllted plans for 
mevement - tanks will proceed t. new destination by rail whila personn~~ and 
wheeled .,.6h1cl08 will travel by road. 
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