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. AFTER ACTION BATTLE RXZPORT
736TH TANK BATTALION
1 May - 31 May 1945

l -5 May

d L

On 30 April 1945, Tausk Force RITCHIE, cemumanded by Lieuterant Celenel PAUL
Jd. RITCHIZ, Cemmanding Officer, 736th Tank Battalien, was fermed as a Mebile Re-
serve for the 83rd Infantry Divisien's Bridgehead scress the ELBE River. Head-
quarters and Headquarters Cempany, attached te Task Ferce Ritchie meved te WALTZR~
RIENBIRG (D886823). The Assault Gun Plateon was pluced in s Defensive Positien
in vieinity of GODNITY (D874856) with the mission of guarding the appreach te the
North Bridge (D864817) acress tne ZLBE River; the Mortar Platoon was lecated in
GLINDz (D826868) with the mission ef shelling acress the ELBI River in vicinity eof

RAINES (L8O0S8TT).

Company "A" attached te 329th Infantry KRegiment remained in a statie positien
across the ZLBE River with Plateon dispositions as fellews - 1lst Flatocon at NUTHA
(C943824); 2nd Plateon at GUTTZAGLUCK (C924842); 3rd Platoen et ZIRBST (D990842)y
while Headquarters Platoon and "A" Cempany CP was lecatod at WALTIRNIZINBzRG (ceas=-
823). In this secter po opresitiom or activity had besn received from tEe enemy,
but large numbers ef priseners epproached cutpests to “give up en-masse.

ompany "3B* atteched te 330th Infantry Regiment maintained a Defensive Posi-
tion asress the ELBI River as part of Task Ferce Ritchie, with Plateon disposi~

tions as fellews ~ Znd Platoon was attached te Company "C", 330th Infantry Regli-
ment, acting as Regimental Reserve fer 330th Infantry Regimentj Company "B" (~-2nd
Plateen) with "B" Cempany 330th Infantry Regiment was part eof Task Feree Ritchie
with the mission of reinforcing 330th Infantry Regiment in case of counteratiack
er reinforeing any ether sector as erdered by the Task Force Cemmander. On 5th
of May Comrany *B", -736th Tank Battalien, was alerted te meve te MNAUNDORF; Z2nd
Platoen was rslisved frem attachmoent te Cempany "C* 330th Infentry Regiment and
reverted to Company contrel. Task Ferce Ritchie at this time hed been diselved
and the Cempany meved to NIZUNDORF en 5th ef May 1945,

Company "C" maintained a Dsfensive Pesition mcress the KLBi River with the
lst Platoon attached te 331st Infantry Regiment at BADEZ, placed on a half hour
alert and remeined seo until 5 May 1945. The Company (-1st Plateon) was in posi-
tion at WALTZRNIENBEZRG where Task Ferce Rogers was formed. Task Force Rogers was
composed as fellews - Company “C" (-1st Platoon); 1lst Plateen of Cempany "D"j and
Cempany "L*® 331st Infantry Regiment under the command of Captain GLYNN O. ROGZRS.
Tesk Force Regers was assembled in vicinity of WALT:IRNIZNBERG in & Moblle Re-
serve and placed en a half heur alert for ths purpese of helding open the Corrider
te the 125th Cavalry Squadron, who were meeting the Russian Spearhead. This alert

econtinued threugh the 4th ef May 1945.

Comrany "D" during the peried 1 May to 5 May 1945 was in positiorn at WALTER-
NIZMBERG as a Mebile Reserve fer Task Force Ritchie.

Service Cempany remained in posi%ion at CALBE (D782751), suprlying the
Battalion.
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The Medieal Detaciment remained in pesitiem at WALTuNIZNBERG (D&89823),
with the exceptien eof Medical Teame that were assigned te various Cempanies
threugheut the Battalien., S5ick eall was held te a minimum, with the exceptien of
the usual transpertatien difficulties ef the unit's widely separated pesitiens.

At 1630, 4 May 1945 Majer MAURICE H. RAHZ, Battalien 5-3, received netifi-
entien by phene frem Majer HARIMAN, Divisien (-3 that the 330th Infantry Regiment
had centacted the Russians in the viecinity ef D$50950 and had ever rum an Allied
PW Cage at ALLINGRABOW (B040090).

On the 4th ef May Task Feree Ritchie was disselved. ™A" Cempeny remained
attached te 329th Infantry Regiment, but wms relisved frem its Defensive Peszitiens
enly after direct centact with the Russians h-d been established. “B* Cempary re-
mained attached te 330th Infantry Regiment, "C" Cemrany remained sttaehed te 331st
Infantry Regiment and "D" Cempany remained under Battalien centrel.

On 4 May all Cempanies except "A" Cempany returned te Battalion eentrel and
propared te meve te new lesations. The Battalien CP was erened at CALSE (D782751);
“B" Cemreny at NZUNDORFj; "C" Cempany at BARBY (D850825); D" Cempany at CALBZ
(D782751) 3 Medical Detachment and Service Cempany at CALBZ (D78:751)3 while "A"
Cempreny's dispesitien was as fellews - Herdquerters and lst FPlateen at WiEZL.DaN;
3rd Plateen at ZERBST3 2nd Plateen attached te 329th Infantry Regiment at HALSZk-
STEDT (D455775).

Lisutenant Celenel PAUL J. RITCHIE was awarded a Brenze Oaklsaf Clustsr tas
the Brents Star en the 4th ef May

6 May

At an Officer's meeting at the Battalien CP in CALBZ Lt Cel RITCHIZ infecrmed
thene present that the Battalicen's missien was te establish and eperats as Military
Geverrment. Fer this new missien, the Battalien was assigned te Divieien Artillar;.
Upen receirt of erders, the Battalien meved as a unit frem their fermer lecatiens
te WOLFuNBUTTLZS (C917998), where the Battalion CP was set up. The Cempanies mevad
inte the fellewing Tewns - "Headquarters Cempany - WOLFINBUTTLZ (C918887)3 “a“
Cempany - VALLSTSDT (X795055); "B"™ Cempany ~ THIEDE (C881026); “C" Cempany - GR
DENKT (C970980)s "D" Cempany - AHLUM (X960010); Service Cempeny and Medical De-
tachment - WOLFINBUTTLZ (C917998) and were assigned areas te Le Gevermed.

7 May = % May

Cempanies, en 7 Uay, spent the day perfermming First Zcholen ef Haintsnance en
their vehicles, functienal duties and preparing te Gevern their assigned ares.
Lt Cel RITCHIZ, at & Staff Meeting held 8 May infermed these present that the
Battalien was relieved frem attachment te Divisien Artillsry snd attached ts 330th
Infantry Regiment es ef 0800, 8 May 1945. This new missien was te eccupy and
gevern the szrsa new under centrel ef the 41st Armered Infantry =nd 66th Armered
Regiments. The Battalien then meved te new lecatiens as fellews - lisodquarters,
Hesdquarters Cempany and Medical Detachment - LICHTLNBIRG (C748995)s *A" Cemirany -
LISSE (C725989)3 "B™ Cempany - GUSTIDT (C960915); "C" Cempany - KL HEURE (C718887);
"D" Cempany - SILLIUM {(C671888); Service Cempany - STEINLAH (C7763%5) Upen arriving
et theme lecatisns the Cempanies begmin te set up their Military Gevermment FPelicies
and Precedures, perferming First Zchelen ef Maintenance, Resting and Refitting
Treeps. Instructiens regmrding Civilians ware paszed eut te Cemranies and the
preblem of de-narifying Germany begmsn with apprehensien ef saveral SS treecpz, rarty
Members, inspecting recerds ef Buergaruneisters that were undsr the contresl ef the

(2)
e - - B

e



http:Cempe.ny
http:Cc:;t;:.-.ny

o ®
seg=mT.

Battalien, and lasst but net lemst te atiempt te resters Germany as 2 Democratic
Natisn - within the araas assigned te the Battalien.

10 May - 19 May

Cempany "B" was relieved frem assigrment ¢ geverning OLBZR (C713921)g re-
sponsibility was mssumed by *D" Cempany. ~IPrevieus te this, "B" Cempany was
assigned & vory largs arsa te Gevarn and almest every man wes oither en guard er
pulling deuble shifts. The change ef asslzment eof ar eas rrevided fer a bastter
means of equalizing respensibility threugheut the Battalien 2nd rave sach Ccmpany
an eprertunity te resi and refit treeps. On the 12th ef Uay sach member of ihe
Battalien saw the leng awaited film "Twe Dewn and One Te Je" and tre VI Day film
which previded fer a btetter understanding ef the "Feint System®™ that Govern the
Redepleyment and Readjustment ef Treeps. Parties were held by all Cempanies in
their respective areas, celebrating YE Day. All mevies were held in Heacdquarters
Cempany Less Hall. On the 13th of May another ch:=nge in responsibility ef asezn
had taken place - "B" Cempany was relieved frem the assignmsani ef geverming tho
tewn ef KL ILBXE (C732895) and respensibility was assumed by "C*" Cempany. Ist Lt
JAUIS CROWLIY, assigned te "A® Cemrpany left fer a furleush te the United States.
Duriry ‘he remainder ef tte peried up te 19th May the Battalion wzs frimarily
engegad in Hilitary Gevermment and guarding ef vital installatiosns; Teurs wore
conductad threugh Herman GOsring werks and mevis picturss were shewn as efien =z»
pessible. This was the enly ferm ef sntertairment available fer the treeops.

On the 19th ef ilay, Hemdquarters and Headquartsrs Cempany left LICHTINBE
te precesd teo BADDECKEINSTIDT (C719¢01) te assune centrel of new arcas sssigned the
Battalien by higher Headquarters. Heedquartsrs and Headquarters Cemrany were
billeted in BADDECKENSTEDT with the excertien e¢f the Mertar Plateen which was
billeted in BINDZR (C68912) mnd mssigned a task of previding read blecks in the
vieinity ef BINDER. "A" Cempany romained im LISSI (C7:59€9) te ccntinue with their
assignad missien ef governing thet area. 'B" Cempany remained in GUSTIDT (C9€0915;
te centinue with thair assizned miseion c¢f geverning that aream. “C" Cempeny moved
to SZTHLDZ (C735855) to assume respensibility ef Militery Govermment. Service
Cenpany meved te KL HITRI (C718887) to assume respensidbility ef Military Governmsnt.
"% Cempany mevad te WALT&I- SCHs (C740040) tc centinue with their missien of Military
Government, while the Uedical Detmciment meved te LnDDICKINSTEDT.

20 May - 21 day

Upon arriving in new areas, all Cempanies in additiocn te eccupying and gevern-
ing their assigned areas, bsgen the task of re-painting and re-servicing ell
vehicles. Treining schedules vere rlmced in effect, scftbzll teams (inter-Battalien)
wers organized under the supervision of Capt GWYNN C. ROGIRS, six (€} hour rasses
vore esteblished and & quota of men frem each Cempany began daily visits te BAD
HARZEURG for rscreational purreses.

22 Vay -~ 24 ¥ay

The Battalien during this peried earried en with its primary miseien of
Military; Gevernment, Persernnel net engeged were fellewiny a Battalion Treining
Schedule. Fereign vehiclos that were in tks Dattalion were turned over te Battaelien
Supply to be evacuated teo Ordnsnce Depets. Lt Col RITCHIZ receivad netificutien by
phone that the Battalien weuld be prepared ts participate in a Ceremeny held in
hener ¢f high ranking Russimn Generals, whe weres gussts of the Ceumanding Generml,

XIII Cerps, 26 May 1945.
(3)
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Lt Cel PAUL J. RITCHIZ presentad awards te tho fellewing Officer end 3nlisted
¥en, 24 May 1945: :

Majer GIORGE P. CALLISON - Brenze Star fer Meriterieus Service
staff Sergeant Frank A. Pettinate - Brengs Star fer Meriterieus Service
Teehnieian Fifth Grade Rebert Ceeley - Erenze Star for Msritorious

* GServiee

25 May - 2T May

T/Sgt walter I. Layman and T/S Antheny J. Nasimente, Headqusrtors Cempany,
returned te duty aftsr a seven day pass ir Faris and raportsd that they had been
jnveolved in an autcmebile eccident en the returnm trip. Capt BURTON C. POTTZR,
whe hed attended the Infermatiorn and Zdueation Schoel was alse returning te the
Battalion with T/Sgt Layman and T/5 Hasimente with a 4 ten truek, and in the
aecident Capt POTTIR received injuries abeut the head and was evacusted te 2
Hospital. Capt POTIZR is expectad to roturn to duty within ten deys.

2nd Lt JIZRALD . SUITH, P%ataon Leader of the Assault Gun Plateon was pre-
metad te 1st Lt per par 3, IU /136, Yeacquarters, 9th US Army, dated 16 Uay 104S.

28 May

i Guota of snlisted ion and Officers of the Battalion loft for VAILESNBEIRG
and MAASTIICHT, Helland en thres day recreational passes. Capt MORDIZ I. GARB:IR
wae placed in charge of the sroup of Officers and nlisted ifen.

i Shewdewn inspection of Chemical, Znginser, Medical and Signal Ireperty wes
held througheut tho Battalion. Orders were roceivaed frem 83rd Infantry Divisien
that ar idvance Detail would be preparad o meve te nsw lecation to arrange fer
billets for the Battalion. Cesapanies were aotified and the contenplatad detail
of three men from each Cempany, ard one man from Medieal Debactment, and ene
officer were selected. The advance Detail was to be preparsd te move ne later

than 31 May 1945.
29 iay

The Battalion prepared te turn ever Jilitary Gevermuent responsibility te
British Autherities as per erders frem higher Headguarters and relief is expected
30 May 1945. The 30th ef May, beingz Yemorial Day, rlans vwere drawn up to held an
apprepriate Ceremeny for the Sattalien on ths Parade Grounds just epresite Eattalion

Headguarters in BADDECKZNSTLDT.
30 ey

At 1100 hours the Battalion was fermed on the Parade Grounds. The blank
amsunition that wns te be used by thres assault guns in firing a salute was
ebtained witheut toe much difficulty and arrived just fiftesn minutes prior te the
Cersueniss. A the Ceremeny, Lt Cel PAUL J. RITCHIE, yresented The Bronze Star
Yedal to the follewing Officers and Enlistsd ¥en ef the Rattaliens

Majer MAURICT H. RAHI - For meriterisus sarvies
Capt ¥ILLARD L. THQFSON - Fer deriterieus Servies
1st Lt HUGH ROWLAND - Fer Bravery in Actien

13t Lt BENZAMIN T. RODINI - Fer deritorious Service

°nd Lt JAMZIS J. FYSHIR - For Heriterious Service

(4)
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T/Sgt Arthur J. McGuire - For Meriterieus Serviee - C Company
6/5gt darior L. Cempbell - Fer Eravery in Actien - B Cempany
S/Sgt Jeserh Driscell - Fer Meriterious Serviee - Med Det

Sgt kebert 5. Lamneck - For Bravery in Aetien -~ A Cempany

Sgt Robert L. Parker - Fer Bravery in Action - A Cempany

Sgt Alden . Reinhart - For EBravery ig Action - A Cempany

T,/5 Alfred C. English - Fer Meriderious Serviee - Hq Comrany
Ffe Alfred H. Cezarie - Fer Bravery in Acticen - iled Det

After the presentation of the Awards, & fitting tribute wes pzid te the
members er the Battalion who had given their lives during the 3attalion's
participaticn in combat. Lt HAALLINAN, Batt:liom Adjutant, reac the nsmes, aftar
which a velley ef thres rouncs were lirsd frem 105 Assauli Guns under the super-
vision ef Capt GLYNN O. ROGcRS, Taps were then seunded in a final tribute teo these

brave men.

The Battalion then assembled to heer the Principal Address wnich was given
by Lt Cel RITCHIZ. At the cenclusion of the Ceremeny, Cempanies returnad te their

respective billet areas.
31 iay

The Ameriemn Red Cress Clubmebile wisited the various Cempanies throughout
the Battalion to serve doughrets and ceffee. Majer MAURICE H. RAHYS, conrerred
with British O0fficials regarding reliaf of Wilitary Gevermment responsibility.
By 2400 hours, all Cempenies with the excepticn of "L" Cempany lLad teen relisved
by the British - "D" Treop, <lZ Group, 64th edium Aegiment, fA. It is expected
that "LU™ Cempany will be relieved shertly.

ixecess Ordnance ammunition and Chemical ammunition was turned inte RBattelion
Surply. =xpendibis equipment ferm mechanized Flesmethrcwers was turned inte C3rd
Divisien Chemicel Officer.

All vehicles are being prepared for movement, but maintsnence and training
will continue threugh 4th of Jume 1945. warning Orders frem 383rd Inferiry Division
ware issued te propare te mova en or about 5 June 1940. Coniauplated plans for
mevement - tanks will procesd te new destination by rail while personnsi and

wheeled vohicles will travel by road.
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