bage SV TR DIARY
23 February 1945-Chee, nolland

The early morning follewing aashington's birthday was celebrated?
by a rousing display of artillery pyrotechnics. den on guard at about '

|

U245 reported a iremendous barrage fpom the front. “any of the man tolj

of being awakened as the buildings in which we are bilieted shook and !
window panes rattled, The Hinth Army's new offenseve was off to a Rogré
ing start, , ' o
security regulations changed last night and the men appeared this

- morning with the old familiar triangular patches on their left sleeves:
once more, ' o

«aintenance men were busy painting Ugvision and Squadron markbmgs |
on vehicle bumpers, using "¢" for Cavalry, instead of the former "R"
for Leconnaissance. #e are no longer anonymous, . f

A Warn served as the theater for the training film "Your Job in ‘
Germany." The message: "Don't Fraternige”, :

iindio nets were opened teday and the high-pitched squeal of trane-
Gitters and receivers was heard in the clear amir.

Three kegs of beer were consumed in the evening. The local cufe
was the scene of the gathering, tut the Iroop itself secured the
beverage. w~umerous canteen dups were raised to celebrate the end of
drougnt.

24 rev. 1945-uUnee, uoiland :

airpdene traffic, whicnh has been Feavy in this area ever since o
our arrival, assumed Times wquare proportions today. Bowber and fighter
formations were numerous all d¢ay. wany of the men, with a new persomal
interest in aircrafti identification, spent many moments scanning the
Skies.

"re:sonal maintenance® is the training schedule term. in practice
it meunt a truckload of men off ror showers at a nearby coal mine.

They repcrted tiled floors and walls, and individuszl foot baths in the
snower room.

vapl dughes purchased four 4egs of beer for the evenin_s dcafe
Session, se also returned with a n.maber of pipes for men who feared
& ;0s8sible recurrence of ihe clgatette famine.

“; Xing-1ike weather prevailed tocay.

JEC—

25 rev 19Y45-.nee, wolland .

To the members of our tank crew goes the honor of firing the
Tirst ug « ov -Troop shots to land in dermany. The tank went out for
8 "moist run" to zero in the gun. A town on german soil, Ffrom which the
members of the master race had raced Fefore advancing Auerican troops,
was cnowen as the tamget. Iwenty-iive rounds were rired by Tec 5
Ralpih #. iover, pliner, «t aarl iewis, and <t Cad iracy g. sarrington,
WO accoupanied the crew. Uthers in the tunk were Tec > Clayton aewell
Cpl vack <owelli,vr., and £vt «rwin 8nod, rass,

A nuever of the catholic en alteneded osunday mass with tne
civil.ans in this predominantly catholic province, in the evanin,,
a4 special service movie, "wrugon e.d", was shown in the barn. s
story of China, the pictiured caused some to speculate if it were a
nint of things to come. '

The wesiher was cold and clear. Juring ncon chow, a formation of
w-11l over 130 flying fortresses, accompanied by fighters, passed over-—
heud.

28 Fet 1%4%-Vhee, collend
Ysual pur:ison duties. wotihing new to re.ort, ainil deliveries,
voth letters and packages, nave b.en m.ch more prompt ol late. Some



"V" mail has been arriving .n a week. The sound of artillety fire

YOows les ; - "
%orward.ks distinet here as the Aliied offensive inside Germuny rolle

27 Feb 1945-vhee, solland

) Oord came today that we would be moving out. At 1700, u
4§00p Joined the march column and began the movement into.Gegﬁghsv
The rate of march was slow, with Ifrequent stops, Ve

Results of the flooding of the Roer River s
+0 « were sscn d
n%g%; as we traveled Over muddy, sodden raads in some :rea:figgetgger
ﬁverﬁe fgigzaw:b3§g;:ea. Wa3 100 NAYrow to be termed a river. How.
14 ' -
wao Lhoming vews awitikf?hn in the dim pre-dawn 1ight, that the strear

suring the course of the maxch, the Troop passe
, ssed throu,
ggwgs wiich had been taken the previous day. gigna of battg:hwzgzeral
vicus in the wredked buildings and rubble strewn sireets,

28 Beb 1945, 3olkrath, Gernany

Arriving at Glokrat
buildings. ggidancc of tgeagiggggggozgoéh:e were billeted in farm
ed trees and buildings ' (K and i orereXe seen in shatter-
The once feared Wehrmaoht, w and in fresnly dug slit trenche
nely Yee ettt OF o Wk, HaRLiP dbred ke svavine e S en
army wagon. German equipment was scattered all about the shicle. )
bur squadrom wredker was pressed into service to dispose of the dead
animul, " :
Juring wost of the day and all night, we were reminded of our -
pro.iaity to the enemy by & battery of American ariiliery. Tne fired
at Ireguint intervals from a position aimcst in oux bauk yard.

P " . 9 a . . ’ f“. . o
i%&&u&aaﬁéiﬁ&v&hegbggdegaggygrgurmany held up our pay Rboosonndesdat
#tfls made out in Guldens have to e transferred to darks.

1 &aren 1945-Golkrath, Qermany
bsual gerrison duties were the order of the day. A detail went
out to ¥ill in the holes in the roads.

Thers was a return to the days of the horse cavdey as Capt
duruy, of Troop"iB®, repoxrted to .quadrom headgusrters on a aodel
w—l huay burner. 3everal sadile hor:es were discovered in the Iroop u®
arca. o.me members of the Troop were said to be fiding guard on the
8leacsk,

Tec 5 Alfred Ricei and Cpl ¥Wiliiam Swith, in the course of their
auties us peep drivers, today capiured the first greman prisoner
coilected by #qg& 8v Troop. They found their man hiding under a wa on
whiile they were on a visit near the front.



At 2300, we noved again. This time cddse to the Rhine, The next
stop was &t Amern &t George. During ths night, we suffered our fiwst
casuslties us three men wexre injured when the maintenunce patts truck
took & wrong turn in the road and styuck & mine. d/5gt Derilas Desane,
zce :zzzlnyk. and 3gt dlides sulf wexe alil injured and evacusted to a

OBL ) ‘

2 dsroh 1945~Amern 5t George, Germany

, We saw our first German civiiians today. The town 0f Amern st
Geoxrge was virtually untouched and ss a result, the population was
stlill there. dany seemed surpresed when they opened their shutters and
discovered our vehicles parked in their alleys and driveways.

A prisoner taken today proved to be & soldier on furiough. it
is beileved that his C. V. will heve to gzrxant considersable additionsl
travel time under the ¢ircumstances. , ‘

3 Saxch 1945~ Amern St George, Germany.

A bileting party under ¥t Hurray, adjutaent, and inciuding #/sgt
guitus ¢. zhuifield and ¥ec 5 wohn ssnrahan, left for Stenden in the
C and R car, sccompanied by three peeps from the Troops, This was &
alightly unususlX assigzrncent, for stenden when they arrived proved to
te in a front line area never before sniered by American troops.

Zhe three pesps entered the town causiocusly and Tlushed out twelve
German soldlers who were taken prisonsr. Their sdvance gusard work
finished, the purty then went about the job of arganging for quurters.

#q & 3v Iroop followed to stenden and arrived iy the aiternoon
ufter pessing some irxoop "C”" vehioles which wexe on theiy way to the
rear, deadquarters was set up in the iccal parish house.

4 darch 1945-:tenden, Jermany

Usual garrison duties. rrisonerz came in from the tpoops for
trangs-shizment t¢ the rear,

A different type of Fi ration =as issued toiay. A small Jerman irmy
warehouse was found in town and the xen recieved Jermun cigarettes
(verdict: flat and tasteless),rortuguese sardines, canned neat, checse
in toothpaste—~type containers, and candy drops.

A nuscer of xdlish, and Russian, and itslian "slave labors®
were released from bondage by our occupation of the townm

5 darch 1945~stenden, Germany

Today, the sguadron, dinus Trooy ", went wut Yor the first
time us & unit on & combatl mission. iguadron usgdquertsrs leit Stenden
at 0630 and proceeded tu Lintfort, near the Rhine. sesdguarters and
servied Yrcep rear echelon groups followed later in the day.

Lant BV 0" o8 0T T80 TAGUEA P B R T B PR AR 54N BEEER 000 ar
dead, as weil as guantities of abandoned egquipment, were all testinony
of Iighting not lon, before. as we entsred iintfort, smail armes firing
could be henrd beyond the town.

Syumdron beadquuexte:s puiled ofi into & side strest and begsan
lamedinte o exstion, while the line troo,s continued straig.i on
thelr asszigsned miszions,
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6,7 March 1945-kintfort, Germany

The Squadron continued in batle during these two days and reports
- of successful actions came in to Headquarters. The Bhine River was

~ reached and numerous prisoners were sent back for processeng by the
 IPW team at Headquarters.

x Eo longer on the sectet list, th e 8th Armored Division was
mentlioned for the first time in "Stats and Stripes® and civilian

newspapers as part of the Sixteenth Corps of the linth Army. Mention

was made of cavalry elements carrying out successful operations in

- our ares, and although the unit designation was not used, the 88th
was the outfit meant. .

8 Magrch 1945-Lintfort, Germany

Its mission successfully completed, the Squadron left the Lintfort
area in the morning and moved to the rear. Hq& Sv Tr arrived at Glabach
about noon and occupied billets in various parts of the village.

The move to the rear was welcomed as an cpportunity to catch
up on maintenance of equipment and clothing. There was a movie, "Wur
dearts Were Young and Gay", in the eveniky.

9,10 March 1945-Glabach, Germany

Housekeeping duties, such as laundry and showers, were the order
of the day on both dates. The aubsence of battle sounds, except fot the
faint rumble of distant artillery during the nights, made for a
restful feeling., The weather continued unfavorable, with gray overcast
skies and bone-penetrating chill.

The Febmuary pay was finnelly distribured on the ninth. Rapskd
calculations were in order by men who had to repay in marks debts
incurred in guilders and francs. With news of the crossing of the
Rhine by First Arny Troops, queries about the exchange value of the
Biissian ruble and Polish zloty were beginning to arise.

1l &axrch 1945-Glabach, Germany

Sunday, and a day off for add those who could be spared from
thelr official duties. There was the luxury of & late breakfast at
0800. Chow is always a subject of interest and todayts source of
comnent was the presence of chicken on the lunch menu for the second
successive daye

The Sunday calm was disturbed in the afternoon, shen the Troop
was lined up at 1600. VYne of the local women clained that she had
been raped by a G.l; and the formation was called in ordei to allow

o u ¢ culprit. The men filed into the hallway of her
38533 oR8 it g %1&3, halted before the doorway of the kitchen, in
which ¥ she was standing ilanked by members of her family, anda then
moved out the back door after a negative shake of her head. in ihe
space of a few minutes, the whole twoop passed in review, but no one
was accused,

o New adjustable sights were placed on most of the carbines by
men of the 130th Urdance during the afternocon. A movie, "souisiana
Hayride", was shown in the evening.

12 March 1945-Clabach, Germany

Usual garrison duties were suprlemented by an inspection of all
ciothing snd equipment,



R R,

15 Marcn i9<561dbacky, Gerwany

Atouch of home was provided by the dessert at supper- 1ce cream.

AR exercise in crossing a pantoom bridge in darkness xz was
scheduled for the early hours eof the morning of the l4th. The purpose
0f the'Rdry run® was to assure that all future runs of this type
would remain "dry~. Lrivers and car commanders wore oriented on
their duties this aftwrmoon. After one postponement, the praciice run
was called off,

14 March 1945-Glabach, Gersany

Carbines with the new sights were "meroed in". A nearby pasture
was used as the range and the guns were fired at targete piaced against
an earthen bank, .

We were serenaded today by the uivision band. A varied program
0f dance and march music was provided Ifrom a position on the road
midway in the Troop urea. The westber has turmed clear at last. A
sigh of spring, even more definite that the first robin, was the
sight of Heudquarters personned out tossing baseballs around rather
&ing:rly. The high hard one will have to wait for a few days until
winter-softened muscles round into shape.

15 #arcih 194 ~Glabach, ge
Vsual gurriscn duties.

16 Marcun 1945=-Clabbach, Ge
A day of normul garrison duties was cnievened in the evening
by & beer party. “embers of the rersonnei Section turned out in force
from their haven et Jivision rear echelon. Thney were subjected to
& about 4F assignwents, desyite the fuct that they
EEG,“%Q%& 828&§§§o enny bullets~from siraffing planes—than most of
the other members of tne Troop.

17 #arch 1945-Glatbach, Germany

Another definite sign of approacheng syring came with the orier
to turn in winter clothing for storage. A record crop of gocse pimples
appeared as hardy sou.s bade fasewell to their *long «ouns?,,

The ®ir was riiled with fighter planesall day 10ige ~ former
deraan aixport in the Squadrom aresa was put into sexvice by the {

Alr Forces and the roar of motors was heard overhead conatantiy.
The movie in t.e evening assured us that“iou Can't Retion wove®,

18 datch 1945-Glabbach, dermany

Church services were held in the morn.ng. The cay of rest wag
climaxed with t & showing of "The Falcon and the Co-ed™, A spezd-up
in the puss system today sent three nen to Bruss:ls, Belgium, The
fortunate trio included I/Sgt Frank bawe, Cpl mdward dnynes, and
lec 5 ~uke Goodysar.

15 %arch 1§45-clabvach, Germuny

Vsual garrison duties. A Troop formution was cailed a.ter supper
to provide further opportunity for discussion of the non-fraternization
policy. among other points, we were told not to visit the hen houses
for Iresh egzs. Troop maintenance cume up with & delicate proble=.
in their case, &ahomet dosentt have to £0 (0 the mountzin, tor the
mountain coaes teo nim, in the form of a neighnboxly white hen who
lays her egge in a corner of the muintenunce garage. Uespite the
hen's sood intention, § the egs8 are still “verboten®.



Tec 4 Flogd Cruddock snd Tec 4 4enneth Watkins left today on
pass for the big bad city of Gay sarree. Uoh~ly-ly!

20,21 #arch 1945-.labbach, Germany

Ugual garrison duties were carrked on in clear weather. The
change of wx seascons was celebrated by all membexrs of the Troop
when they lenned up at 0900 at the Dispensary to receive thelr spring
tomic¢s-~-typhus suots.

@he Brussels pass trio returned from their two day visit full of
praise for the Army Recreation Center set-up which provided a varied
round of activities free of charge. Sgt Buwe visited relatives in
the Brussels area. :

22, 23 March 1945-Glabbach, Germany

Usual garrison duties. Two Jiggers of brandy from a captured -
German warehouse were issued to each man on the evening ef the 23d,
There was a touch of home at lunch when Coca Cdhas were sold,

24 #arch 1945-Glabbach, Germany

The reason for the unusually laktge ammount of air activity became
apparent with the news that the Ninth Army was acress the Rhine.
A8 thoughts turned to the east, there was a flurry of excitement as
8ix men from various Troeps of the Squadron came to headquatlers
on the first step of & trip home. Recent reinforcemants to the
Squadron, these men have been overseas for approximately two years
and now have received rotation furloughs.
Another touch of home was provided by the presence of a Red
Cross (lubmobile at noon. Une of the girls served doughnuts at lunch.
The Sguadron received itas firxst mention in the "Sters and Stripes"
with & feture article on some of its aciivities. Although the story
purpeted to be the happrenings of on day in the push to the Rhine,
it actualla encluded events that dated back to our stay in France.

25 wgrch 1945~Glabbach, Germany
Sunday was a quiet day. sany baseball and volley ball games
toox place. :

26 darch 1945-Glabbach, Germany

Word came dur.ng the morning to ..ave ali vehicles stowed. The
Troop moved out at approximately 2145, headed for the Rhine.

27 “arch 1945-Bruckihausen, Germany

A majcx siep in our combat history was made when the Troop
crossed the Rhine River at 0740, The bridge, one of three visible
along this stretch of the river, was a sturdy pontoon structure that
caused much comment on the work of the Engineers. The approach to
the bridge was by & dirt read hacked through the fields. Cables,
apparently neolding barrage balloons, stretched out disappeaded into
the gray overcast, looking like props for the dindu rope tridx.
The crossing was swift and uneventful., There were fewaws signs of
coabat on the east side of the river., After a total march 39 miles,
we arrived at a small faxrm sommunity, Bruckhausen, at 1000 and were
billieted,

28 sgrch 1945-Mear loclt dausen, Germany
We leflt Brucknausen in the afternoon fot the forward area on &
combat mission. we were to move with Troops®"D" and “"E" and Company

"F" on the right flank of CCR as it headed due eust a.ove the



industrial Ruhr. The raads on which we moved were rutted and batle-
scarred. We were obviously directly on the heels of the fighting,

We billeted in farm buildings near Holt Hausen, surrounded by artiller;
which fired through the night,.

Lt Karl R, Lewis and Pfc Harry Smith were evacuated to the 78th
Medics after their peep ran over a mine.

29 March 1945-4weckel, Germany

The Troep proceeded to 4weckel, a march of four miles, in the
morning. Fighting was still going on in the city as we moved into
the administraption buildings of a coal mine en the ww outskirts and
set up headquarters. We heard firing by heavy artillery throughout
the day and night. After crowded nights when floor space was at a
premium, we slept in spacious guarters with plenty of elbew room,

50 #archl945-zZweckel, Germany

Artillery fire from positioens near our lecation at the ceal
mine contirued during the day. We had become so familiar with the
sound of firing that no one paid particular attention when the noise
came cleser. Work went on &t its normal pace until someone come in
and reported that artillery shells were falling within less tham
& hrndred yards of deadquarters. A number of the men went outdoors
to watch tree limbs being lopped off by the bursts. inside, the CF
Wwas lmmediately moved to the basement. Lt Col Sarrington gathered
& patrol of twelve enlisted men and moved off to flush the gun
crew out of a negrby patch of woeds. lig signs of the enemy were
discovered by the patrol, but the firing ceased a short time later,

Something new in the priscner line a.peared when a German
girl turned herself in as a miiitary prisoner. interrogation by
Tec 3 Wulter Schmarz of the 1PW teanm brought out the infermatien
that she had womked for tha Luftwaffe, although she had net been
formally swern in and had no uniferm.

We knéw that the coal mine stay would net continue much longer
when elements of the 130th urdance &n and 148th Sighal Co moved in.

51 #urch lo4S5-iarl, Germany

The order to leave the coal mine came in the morning and the
freop moved out on & new mission. This time, we were to reconnoiter
the area through “arl to the Lippe Camal and, 1if possible, to secure
4 bridge intact for thé use of other elements of the Divisien and for
the 75th infantry Division, which was alse in the area,

#ex stopred enreute in Zweckel broper at & private home for
seversl hours, Neon chew was eaten there and then Squadrom Headquarters
proceeded to Warl. Treops "D" and "S" and Cempany "F" were in the
column., We saw & sample of the devastation visited on German industry
a5 we passed & large estabiishment which was almoest cempletely razed,
Headguarters was set up in Marl while Treops "E® and ") centinued on.

Thne rear e¢chelen of the Troop fellowed later. buring a stop at
the edge of a town, they were subjedted to artillery fire. The men
poured out of the vehicles and cemmenced digging fexholes, rvt Davis
A. sowell was nicked in the leg and suffered a miner wound, Lgter,
rear echelon joined aseadquarters and the men were bileted in an
suergency hospital in the basement of a fire statien,

Clean sheets, water, and lights made this stop a comfortable one,

The Treops which had gone on ran into eppesition and repulsed
& counter-attack,



1 April 1945-darl to Zeiz, enro e $5 yelburck,germany |
ihe o; osition encountersd On: ths approach ko uhe canal csused
& chaunge in pians. During the early moyning hours, we were assigned
& new mission. This time, the Squadron was to swing back inte xix
Corps territery and race ewustward in the wake of the spearheading ‘
second armored pivision. The plun cuiled for a nmassing ef the divisien
strengin in the forward area and then a suxrge £e Beriin abreast eof
the Second Armored. saps showing cthe route to Beriin were received.,
The immediuis ebjective was to reach and secure a bridge ever the
Elbe Hiver, on the road te the Cerman cRpiteli, :

- AL 0300 of Easter serning, the Treop left aari and moved back
te Dursten, where we crossed the Canal on a ponion bridge. Even in

the dim light, it was obvieus that Dursten was mereiy the shell ef &
tewn. Unce acress the Cansl, we headed east again at a good sustained
speed. Sunrise fownd us traveling threush beautiful reiling country-
side. Ipve fields were green and well tended, trenches were ssen,
evidence of the speed of the breakthreugh. Everywheras, the new symbel
of uermany, the white flag ef surrender, fiew frem house fronts,
#eil-launderecd sheets and table ci®bhs have replaced the swastixa.
Jespite thut, almost every bilet we have occupied has given up store
of weapons. Un this trip, we saw newly liberxuted siuve luborers
trudging the road, the poured singly and in dozens. They sat in ditches
and hay stacks, Tarmyards and weeds, reasting petptees and punching
on bits or rread. At on peint we passed the carcass of & herse, one
flunk cut away for e steaks. water, there were Just four legs,
red house meat still clinging te the benes. The patade o men was
4 Luropean keague of hations. jusskans and ieles, in tutters, some-
tines snap.ed o atiention and saiuted as we passed. Frenchumsen,
Bany in uniferw, gave thev sign witn upraised fingers. Ail through
the ride, the Zxxx fleed of humanivy swept pastus.

~ale in the norning, we stopped xt w Tarm at Zelam. That svening,
WS were on the wove again te wecemmoiter ahead oF the division in
tne direction ef yelbmuck. The Squxdren, minus ireeps "Band "C* move d
sut tegether. e steopped feor several hours en the autepbahli--the feur
lane super nighwas-—during the night and then continued on to Gelde
w.ere we pasused until daylight. Reports Later had in thatthe 11l.th
‘sanzexr jivisien was in the neighbeuing tewn whiie we slept in out
veinlcles. Fer the next few days, rumer had us playing nhide and seek
@ii ever the wgp with tnis divisien. :

2 April 1945-pelbruck, uermany

in daylight, the Squuiren preceed=d to Delbruck, alter uewdquarters
had wmand a snert stop sutsied tewn. The leading elements ef the line
treeps went en through und met eppestien. dpadquarter; was set up en
the near edge of tewn., idepefts en our findings wers sent back and
toen CChb began te rell ithreugh. The inhabitants ef selbruck seemed
properiy inpressed by the steady stress of armor.

o during the tri. to Delbruck, and incident toex piace which might
have had serisus censequences. Tec 5 Aifred Licei wis driving Lt gek
Col sarringiom. Théir peep assed several men whe seemed to bLe =
part of tne never ending streunm of liberuted sicve iunerers. ;s the
reep passed, one ef the men steyped freward rapidiy, sweid ssmething
thaet wes uninteliigitcle te the two riders,«nd threw an ebject inte
the peey. ihe 1ight was dim, wnd Ricei's Tirst thougnt was, “nand
gEenude”, as the object nit him in the back. se turned QUICK1ly,
relinguishing his hold en the Steering wheel. e grusped the “grenade®
and threw it bacx. Shere wus no explesien, iniy the sound ef shatered
glass, «8 & liguid tribute te the iiberators was wasted on thankisss
Gerawrl soill. Tnere uwas no isnediate sish el reiiesf, hawerer, for
UL ON LUTrnullg Nis nDeed once more 10 drivineg. ieci Tound +he csen



-

was efi the raad, narigating unsteadily beiweesn twe trees. e reguined

contcol of thevenicle, and «s he steered it ocwck onte the read, he

obsesved +~t Col M“urringten replucing his pistel in its hedster. é
when tne treeps rear echelen reached Delbruck, twe leng-iest members

wWere witn thnem-3/55t Jeerge snitile and “f¢ vonn Shebanie were back

wfter a4 furlough in “~enden. Tne papers said "seven days plus traveling

time". in this case, dur te milltary necessity and te the frequent

@seévement ef ireops, the innecent phrase, "traveling time", added up

to a total absence of twenty-eight days. They teek a ceok's tour of

western Lurope in the course ef their search Ser eur eutfit. Of Lenden,

the repert was that everything was highiy satisfictery. The beys s&y

thut there are new se many Go Iej;s en Ficcadilly that an smerican pPass=—

pert is necessary te get through. '

5 APril 1945-+ippstadt, Gerumany

The wmilitary siiumtion hus cyused & change in eur missien . Twe
German armies have been encircled in the Buhr by the functien ef tne
“inth and rirst Armies. We hhve aeen recalled frem a spearhead tasi te
“ipp.stadt, where the pecket had been sealed., by far the largest cemmunity
in which we had ever been billeted, Lippstadt was veértually undamaged.
A repert of (erman tanks in the general area led te active security
Beéssures winen we stopped, :

Fer once the whele Tree; was bilieted in the same building- s«
small hetel, witlh electricity and water stiil functisning. The majerity
of the men sls,t in beds with fresh linen, &nd sath tubs did @ rush
business. iwe of ihe fellows were seen standing in a tub er celd water,
with goose pimples the size of walnuts, singing and scruboing away.
baths were such u luxury thut they didn't bether te wait ror hot water.

4 April 1945-secxenrerder, dermany

ihe set-up at lippstwdt was se comfortable that ne cnewss surprised
although ali were disapppinted- when we mounted our venicles «vter only
cne day's stuy. The marcu was & short en te nocaenforde, = distance of
aveut tourees miles. .ersonal centect with the First army was made w3 we
toox over quurters from s unit ef the Ihird srsored Jivisien,

‘risoner traffic was quite heavy threughout the afterncon ss
feuty~nine were delivered. Their ages ranged Irom 16 to scuewher in the
60's. vne group of feur vigercus prisoners was directly chazlixed up teo
the score of our wmedics. Vapl vven uisele, Squadron Surgeen, neticeg
them iolling wiong the reanside in the course of a triy wund repoerted -
the facl. 4 peep comawnded by /38t Wiliiunm £illing, and manned by a
rifieman, went out te pick up the men. They created a stir as the natty,
blus uriformed ;riseners were brought in, shepherded by uge piliing.

The ny ederaic needie is misntler than the s.oxd.

5 April 1945-imthen, Germany

The pocket hus contracted and we have noved te Ruthen, south af
Lippstadt. «ortars in the neighborheoed fired most of the day in support
of American troops acress the valey,

6 April 1945-iuthen, Germany
Flghting continued across the valey, Nothing of impertgnce to rejport.
1 4pril 1945-iearichtorp, Germuny
We moved to Lehtorp.xxsix further in the pocket. rriseners were
still being sent in wnd becume a fawiliar sight,
8 april 1945-;clitory, Germany
sothing .o repott,



